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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Kingswood GCSE Curriculum bookletmch Heads of the academic departments
explain what you can expect to be doing in eachestilbffered at GCSE. Although you will all be
following the core curriculum — outlined on page- ¥ou will also be expected to choose three more
subjects from the option lines offered. Obvioudlyis will entail some very important decision
making on your part. Thus, we have put togethtmatable for the second half of the Spring Term
(page 3) which will give you plenty of opportungito discuss possible choices with a number of. staf

This stage of Year 9 is an exciting time; your dexis now will shape your GCSE curriculum. Read
this booklet carefully. Use your family, your tbacs and your friends as sounding boards for your
initial ideas. However, do not choose an optidnjett solely because that is what all your friemas

be studying. You must have a genuine intereshéhemthusiasm for your option choices. Remember
that you will be spending two years focusing onry@CSE courses. You must be positive and fully
committed from the outset, determined to fulfil ygotential in all subject areas.

As you make your choices, you should bear in miedfollowing considerations:

X/

< Your own interests, talents and enjoyment

X/

“* Your realistic chance of success in any given sibje

< Your future requirements, if you know them at ttege. Detailed career decisions are
unlikely to be appropriate at the moment, but iingortant to know which doors may be
closed by decisions made now

You will, of course, continue with Games and PEouYvill also be expected to participate fully ireth
Senior Activities programme. Make your choicesetdty, basing them on your enthusiasms and
your talents. Your contributions and commitmentActivities will be just as important to your
personal development as your curricular subjects.

We hope that you will find the responsibility ofitking about and shaping the next stage of your
academic career stimulating and enjoyable.



GCSE CORE AND OPTIONS SUBJECTSFOR SEPTEMBER 2011

Core:

In Year 10, pupils take courses in Mathematics,liEhgEnglish Literature, Biology*, Chemistry* and

Physics*, a core Modern Language (French or Gerara®panish) or English as another Language,
Religious Studies*. (*You will have already embedkon the GCSE courses in these subjects in Year

9.) PE, Games, General Studies and ActivitiesaB®@ mandatory.

Options:

In addition, you are asked to choose three sulgptibns in total,one only from each of the lines

below:

LINE 1 LINE 2 LINE 3
Art Classical Civilisation Design Technology
Design Technology French Drama
(if German or Spanish is core)
Drama Geography EAL
Geography History Geography
History ICT History
Music Latin
Physical Education Music

Please note that for subjects in italics, therd b the possibility of two sets in the line.

(All option courses are offered subject to demand.)

AN OVERVIEW OF THE KINGSWOOD GCSE CURRICULUM

English/ II\:/ltg)rde(iarg Biology + Line Line Line
Subject English | Mathematics 9 Chemistry| RS GS | PE| Games
. Language . 1 2 3
Literature + Physics
or EAL
Periods 5 4 9 2 4 4 4 1 1 3




TIMETABLE OF DISCUSSION

SPRING TERM
February GCSE booklet and Options form sent to mareand pupils, for initial
discussions over half term
HALF TERM
March Academic departments outline nature of GC8Hkrses in designated lesson
time
Year 9 meeting with Mrs Dawson
Year 9 tutors hold individual discussions witltees
Year 9 Parents’ Meeting on Wednesday 23rd Maarn 4.45-6.30pnOR 7-9pm
SUMMER TERM
April Options forms to be returned to the Schoofi€af by 4.30pm on Wednesday,

27th April
SETTING PRACTICES
Setting occurs in a few subjects at GCSE level.

English

All pupils will study both English and English Lisgure in Year 10. Classes will be taught in mixed
ability sets, informed by KS3 work and prior acleement. At the end of Year 10 pupil progress will
be assessed and, if it is deemed appropriate, gmupés will be advised to enter the English
examination only, in order to give them a bettearate of doing well in this important qualification.
Discussions about this will include both the tudmid parents, and changes will be communicated to
parents in writing.

Modern Languages

There is no setting involved for pupils learningtiba or French in combination with German or
Spanish, as there is only one class of each. @maining Year 10 classes in French, German and
Spanish are set on results of pupils in the YesuirBmer examinations. These sets are reviewed on a
termly basis. If you change set, then your teaghkitet you know, and your parents will be inforche

in writing.

The Sciences

Setting takes place again at the end of Y9 in pegpman for Y10. Pupils are taught in five sciersests.
Differentiation in teaching occurs across the seterder to allow all pupils to fulfil their poteiat.
The lowest set is the smallest in number. Pupildower sets may be entered for the Core and
Additional examinations in order to give them tlestochance to obtain good GCSE passes.

Setting in science is determined by pupil prog@a®ss all three sciences based on test results and
internal examinations. This allows for up and domvavement between the sets. Pupils are often
motivated by the opportunity to move up a set. chainges are made in January in Y10 and after the
Y10 examination in the Summer term. Changes m&y la¢ made in Y11 after the mock examination
in November. If you change set, then your teackrlet you know, and your parents will be
informed in writing.



M athematics
Mathematics creates sets for students in the Auttenm of Year 7. Therefore, sets are well

established by the beginning of Year 10. Studests to the year group are monitored very closely
during that first term to ensure that their set@mgangements are appropriate.

All groups within a particular band (sets 1-3 aets4-5) sit the same topic tests to allow for edse
comparison, and departmental staff discuss setdrmgngements regularly as a part of their
departmental meetings. Therefore, within Key Stdgevhilst operating a setting system, there are
opportunities for students to move when it is degmgpropriate. This discussion normally includes
your tutor; any set changes will be communicatepa@nts in writing.



ENGLISH and ENGLISH LITERATURE
| GCSE English/WJEC English Literature
Mr D Hughes

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

Everyone in the school is required to study EnglisWe expect that you will be able to write
coherently and lucidly in Standard English with fggammatical errors. You should also be able to
read and enjoy challenging fiction, drama, poetrg aon-fiction with understanding and sensitivity.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will improve your writing, reading, speakingadalistening skills. You will be able to develop
your ideas fully in writing, using a variety of foats. In discussions, you will be able to develop
ideas, create and present a character in a drarnadd activity, and deliver a formal speech on a
subject of your choice.

You will learn how to read literary texts, includirBhakespeare, drama, poetry and contemporary
prose; and develop the ability to analyse and vimifiemed personal responses.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE COURSEWORK?

In English, you will complete THREE written assignments foouy Coursework Portfolio,
demonstrating the ability to write in a varietystyles for different audiences. This will be wosb%

of the final GCSE English mark. Candidates may ab&o entered forSpeaking & Listening
coursework, which could include an individual attyiva paired activity and a group activity. Marks
for these components do not contribute to the divgrade that you will receive for the written
coursework. Instead, where candidates perform poogpiate standard, certificates for grades 1 (high
and 5 (low) will be awarded by the examination loar

In English Literature there will be no coursework component, as thisheen replaced nationally by
Controlled Assessments, which will count for 25%yotir final GCSE English Literature mark. This
will involve a detailed comparison of a Shakespgaey and a selection of poetry specified by the
examination board. The Controlled Assessment tittdsbe published in advance and you will be
taught in preparation for the task, which must beedunder timed conditions in school during the
course, rather than as a terminal examination. Wilube permitted to use notes, but there will be
strict guidelines as to their format, length andteat, so you will be advised carefully by yourdieer.
These notes must be submitted with your completad.w

Your completed English Literature Controlled Assessts will be marked by your teacher and
moderated by the English Department. After yourkm&ave been submitted to the WJEC moderator,
he or she will select a sample from the whole ygaup for external moderation. Marks are not final
until the WJEC moderator has accepted or adjusteddepartment’s marks. Similarly, the English
Coursework Portfolio will be internally moderatedftre the marks are submitted for moderation by
the examination board.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE EXAMINATIONS?

In English, during the course, you will prepare for ONE venittpaper (2 hours), which carries 50% of
the final GCSE English mark.



In this examination you will answer three questionsgwo passages of 600-700 words each, linked by
a common theme.

In English Literature during the course, you will prepare for TWO writtpapers, (both 2 hours)
which carry 75% of the final GCSE English Literaumark.

Paper 1 will include questions on théferent Culturegrose texts, and an unseen poetry comparison.

Paper 2 will require you to answer questions omaand text (which may include a Shakespeare play)
and a contemporary prose text.

All written papers are externally assessed.

FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL ?

The reading, writing and communication skills yoevelop in GCSE English and English Literature
will be useful for any subject you choose in thdtsform.

WHAT WERE THE ENGLISH GCSE RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?

In 2010, 60% of our students gained A*/A gradeEmglish. In English Literature 64% of our students
gained A*/A grades.



GENERAL STUDIESIN YEARS 10 AND 11
Mrs S Marshall

This is a non-examined course for every pupil iraféel0 and 11, which follows on from the PSHCE
curriculum at Key Stage 3.

Each year group is divided into five equal sizedadiability groups. Each group will follow a six o
seven weeks’ course of one lesson per week witheawher. The teachers have specialist knowledge
of the area of study undertaken and review thealsyB to take into account the changing nature of
politics, technology and current trends.

Each group moves on to a different teacher on ausat system which operates throughout the year.
By the end of each year you will have had a cowoifskessons with each of five different teachers
covering a wide range of subjects of general istere

There are several aims. It is hoped that you will:

» broaden your awareness of yourself;

* have a growing awareness of how your relationswifis friends and your family change as you
get older;

» strengthen your financial awareness and understgndi

e understand more about how to research possiblersarethe future;

* improve your study skills and preparation for exaations;

» consider your rights and responsibilities as a membsociety;

* have a deeper understanding of how government wathkesther local or national,

* learn about how our legal system works, and the ebthe courts and police;

» understand something of how business, financelanddtional economy operate;

* be informed about responsible sexual behaviour thedproblems associated with the use of
illegal drugs.

Topics include:

» Britishness, human rights and the law, includings# from a local Magistrate
* Money and careers

* British politics

« Understanding the Middle East

« Wider money issues

e Drugs and sex

* Organising your on-line life

* International affairs

» Classical Civilisation and its influence on modeutture.



MATHEMATICS
Edexcd
Mr G Musto

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?
A reasonable grasp of the course content foundmitie Key Stage 3 National Numeracy Strategy.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will develop analytical skills and learn to el problems through investigative projects.
Mathematics trains you to work in the abstract,thimk creatively and come up with concrete
solutions. You will learn to absorb, condense dogically present information, to form and
communicate opinions, weigh up evidence and haadieinterpret data.

HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?

Mathematics is split into two tiers of entry: Higheer and Foundation tier. Each tier has specific
course content, and the grades awarded within &acteflect the degree of difficulty therein. Rlgp
studying Foundation tier can access up to and diretpa C grade, and at Higher tier can access up to
and including an A*. Normally students at Kingswiasiudy the higher tier course in Mathematics.

Regardless of tier of entry, the mathematics cocossists of two papers.

Paper 1: Non-Calculator paper 50%
Paper 2: Calculator paper 50%

All students are required to bring the necessamyipegent to lessons; this includes a scientific
calculator. The Mathematics Department recomméhdsCasio FX83ES for this purpose. Please
note this calculator will be suitable for use attbGCSE and A level.

FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL?

Mathematics is extremely sought after post GCSEe interpretative skills will be most useful for AS
courses which involve a numerate element such asdgaics and Business Studies, Geography, or
indeed any of the Sciences, and PE — obviouslyargetting Mathematics and Further Mathematics.
Please note: entry requirements for A level Mathematics statd gtudents will only be considered for
the course if they have already studied Mathematickligher Tier GCSE.A grade A* or A at
GCSE isessential to have any real chance of coping successfully with A level Mathematics.

It is worth remembering that Mathematics GCSE ils@te of the few matriculation qualifications for
most British universities. If you do not have GCBathematics at C grade or above, you may not be
eligible to study certain courses at University.

WHAT WERE THE MATHEMATICS GCSE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?
62% of all students achieved an A* or A grade ia@0



ENGLISH asan ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
Cambridge First Certificate in English (FCE)
Mr SJ Forrester

ESL is offered in Years 10 and 11 as the ModerrigarLanguage for pupils whose mother tongue is
not English and who have not taken French, Germ&panish in their first three years of secondary
education. It is taught during those periods antiimetable when the rest of the year group isglain
modern European language. Pupils will take the I@&ige First Certificate in English (FCE) when
they are in Year 10. This certificate has wideagreecognition in commerce and industry. It isstak
by candidates throughout the world in about 10htrees and corresponds to ALTE Level Three.

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

You should already have reached an Intermediatd tfVEnglish. You should be able to express your
own ideas orally and in writing with a reasonabegmrte of fluency. You should be able to read
Graded Readers at ALTE Level 2 without difficultyYou should also have an interest in and
knowledge of Britain, its people, culture and wdylifi@ and a desire to know more, so that you are
able to understand the social environment of yohosl and feel comfortable in it.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will continue to be taught the five skills afading, writing, use of English (grammar), listepin
and speaking. ESL provides valuable support toigogwur other subjects at school by helping you to
improve your confidence and proficiency in the laage so that you are able to get the most from
your studies at GCSE, especially English, and b igood position to cope with the linguistic
demands of subjects at AS/A level.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE COURSEWORK?

There is no actual coursework element in the FARmys but there are set texts which pupils are
encouraged to read to give them a wider choic@enWriting paper in the final examination. Pupils
are expected to maintain an on-going private rgpgnogramme using the extensive resources of the
ESL library.

HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?

Topics covered include:

entertainment, food, sport and leisure, technologhationships, education, careers and employment,
crime and punishment, the natural world, weathetidays and travel, health, house and home,
celebrations and customs, fashion and shopping.

Five skill areas are tested: reading, writing, wéeEnglish, listening, and speaking. The total
examination time is about 5 hours. A candidate’srall FCE grade is based on the total score in all
five papers. Grades awarded are A, B, C, D an@&ly A-C grades are passes.



FRENCH
AQA
Miss S Brookes (Head of French)

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

The good news! If you have studied French in Y&a® and 9, you will already be well-prepared for
French at GCSE. It will come as no surprise thatS&Gs more difficult than the French you have
already studied, but this does not mean to say¥Yhats 7, 8 and 9 have been irrelevant. The French
you have learnt in these years will have provided with a sound basic knowledge which will be
invaluable when you start to tackle more challeggmaterial at GCSE.

Please note that should you wish to study both ¢hheand German at GCSE, then you must choose
German as your core language and circle French pti@h Line 2.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will be learning how to improve your communioat skills by increasing your knowledge of
vocabulary and grammar which will enable you tavime accurate when you write and speak French.
You will also find out more about the cultural cexitt of the language: customs, food and drink,
festivals, regional differences and more about roBrench speaking countries in the world through
ICT, satellite television and French cinema. Yoll Wave the opportunity to speak French with the
French Assistant(e) during one of your GCSE yearstake part in the annual French Exchange to
Toulouse.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT TASKS?

Coursework has been replaced with two “controlledeasment” tasks, either based on teacher-
produced stimulus material or material distribubgdAQA. If you are aiming at a grade C and above
you will be expected to produce 600 words in tfwalboth tasks. You will be guided by your teacher
through the initial stages of this task and haveess to reference materials, dictionaries and the
internet. The final assignments will be writtendan examination conditions. This work will be
externally assessed.

HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED?
The course is designed to cover topics which aeady familiar and relevant to you so that you will
find it easier to comment on them in French. Theyusd also interest you too!

CONTEXTS SUB-TOPIC
Lifestyle: Health * healthy & unhealthy lifestyles & their
Relationships consequences
Choices » relationships with family & friends

» future plans regarding:
marriage/partnership
» social issues & equality

Leisure: Free time » free time activities
* shopping, money, fashion & trends
Media » advantages & disadvantages of new
technology
Holidays » plans, preferences & experiences

what to see & getting around

10



CONTEXTS SUB-TOPIC
Home & Environment: Home & local area » special occasions celebrated in the home
* home, town, neighbourhood, region,
where it is & what it is like
Environment * current problems facing the planet
* being environmentally friendly within the
home & local area

Work & Education: School/College and future
plans

what school/college is like

pressures & problems

looking for & getting a job

advantages & disadvantages of different
jobs

Current and future jobs

HOW ISTHE COURSE ASSESSED?

Assessment in French covers the four skills of iregdwriting, listening and speaking. Each of these
skills is tested in a separate examination. T$teriing and reading papers are worth 20% eachewhil
the speaking and writing examinations are equatyghted at 30% each. The listening and reading
papers will require pupils to understand French, fourecord answers in English. The written
controlled assignments require candidates to skheiv ability to write French. These examinations
last between 35 — 60 minutes. The speaking examimean be based on exemplar material produced
by AQA or a task devised by your teacher. Botlkgagill be dialogues conducted with your French
teacher and each task will last 4 — 6 minutes.

You can sit Foundation or Higher tier for the Ireteg and reading examinations, but the two speaking
tasks and the two controlled written assignmergsiantiered’ and their level is assessed by AQA. |
is possible to do Higher reading and Foundatiaerisig or vice versa, but this does have an impact
on your final grade. There is some freedom to skaghat suits you best.

FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL?

Obviously, GCSE French is essential if you wantdotinue studying French at AS and A2. However,
being prepared to express your opinions and resgondhe opinions of others, showing an
understanding of and an interest in other cultares paying attention to the detail of what you are
saying and writing, which are all essential for gtedy of French, are also relevant skills for most
other A level subjects.

WHAT WERE THE FRENCH GCSE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?
In 2010, 57% of students gained an A/A* grades @S& French.

11



GERMAN
AQA
Mr R J Duke (Head of German/Head of Languages)

WHAT SKILLSAND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

You should continue learning German if you enjog thnguage and are motivated to deepen your
understanding of the subject. If you are cultyrallirious you will gain much from the course. You
should enjoy communicating and will gain greatenfmence to articulate your ideas in German.
Linguistic flair will be advantageous from the cettsbut a disciplined approach to learning vocatyula
and new grammatical structures is also a prereguisi success.

With the continued expansion of the European Comiyumn working knowledge of German as a
language is becoming even more useful skill to havéhe workplace, and as a tourist. There are
currently over one hundred million speakers of Gerras a first language and a substantial number of
Eastern Europeans for whom German is a second dgegBeing able to communicate effectively in
German is a portable skill that will open up oppaities in your future professional lives, as wasl
offering you greater freedom to travel and to fosgeial contacts with people across Europe. It is
worth noting that Germany lies at the heart of peravith nine neighbouring countries and that the
word German is synonymous with the successes afhgst others, BMW, Mercedes and Siemens.

Please note that should you wish to study both éfremd German at GCSE, then you must choose
German as your core language and circle French pti@h Line 2.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will develop an understanding of the spoken antten forms of German in a variety of contexts,
as well as developing the ability to communicafeatively in the target language. You will leam t
use a range of vocabulary and structures, whilseldeing your knowledge and understanding of
German grammar. You will have the opportunity pplst your knowledge through réle-play, research
on cultural aspects including film and ICT work.o will gain cultural awareness of countries and
communities where German is spoken. You will be dblgive your opinion in German on a range of
topics. You will learn to read and respond toatiint types of written language, including textsfr
ICT-based sources. You should acquire positiveudds to modern foreign language learning in
general. There is also the chance of participatimghe highly successful annual exchange to Minster
which takes place currently in the first term. Quupils have enjoyed wonderful hospitality and the
Christmas markets. You will have an opportunityspeak with a native German assistant during one
of your two GCSE years.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT TASKS?

Coursework has been replaced with two “controlledeasment” tasks either based on teacher-
produced stimulus material or material distribubgdAQA. If you are aiming at a grade C and above
you will be expected to produce 600 word in totalhoth tasks. You will be guided by your teacher
through the initial stages of this task and haveess to reference materials, dictionaries and the
internet. The final assignments will be writtendan examination conditions. This work will be
externally assessed.

12



HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED?

The course is designed to cover topics which aeady familiar and relevant to you so that you will
find it easier to comment on them in German. Ts$teyuld also interest you too!

CONTEXTS SUB-TOPIC
Lifestyle: Health * healthy & unhealthy lifestyles & their
Relationships consequences
Choices » relationships with family & friends

» future plans regarding:
marriage/partnership
» social issues & equality

Leisure: Free time » free time activities
* shopping, money, fashion & trends
Media » advantages & disadvantages of new
technology
Holidays * plans, preferences & experiences
what to see & getting around
Home & Environment: Home & local area » special occasions celebrated in the home

* home, town, neighbourhood, region,
where it is & what it is like

Environment * current problems facing the planet

* being environmentally friendly within the
home & local area

Work & Education: School/College and Future
plans

what school/college is like

pressures & problems

looking for & getting a job

advantages & disadvantages of different
jobs

Current and future jobs

HOW ISTHE COURSE ASSESSED?

Assessment in German covers the four skills ofirggdvriting, listening and speaking. Each of thes
skills is tested in a separate examination. T$teriing and reading papers are worth 20% eachewhil
the speaking and writing examinations are equakyghted at 30% each. The listening and reading
papers will require pupils to understand Germart, tourecord answers in English. The written
controlled assignments require candidates to shew &bility to write German. These examinations
last between 35 — 60 minutes. The speaking exadimmean be based on exemplar material produced
by AQA or a task devised by your teacher. Botlkdaaill be dialogues conducted with your German
teacher and each task will last 4 — 6 minutes.

You can sit Foundation or Higher tier for the listeg and reading examinations but the two speaking
tasks and the controlled written assignments ané€red’ and their level is assessed by AQA. 1t is
possible to do Higher reading and Foundation listgor vice versa, but this does have an impact on
your final grade. There is some freedom to chedsat suits you best.

13



FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL ?

German combines well with any other subject atveleKnowing German will enable you to acquire
other Germanic and Scandinavian languages morly @asihe future for business or leisure purposes.
You should not assume that learning German is k tidat will only be of use for a career in
languages; many universities actively welcome GermgaA level for entry on courses involving
science, medicine and business, as well as traditarts subjects.

WHAT WERE THE GERMAN GCSE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?

In 2010, 27% of students taking GCSE German acHieneA*/A grades.

14



SPANISH
AQA
Mr D Walker (Head of Spanish)

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

It is important to have displayed a good understandf the grammar covered in Year 9. A genuine
desire to become more informed about other sosiatie cultures will be to your advantage. You will
be able to apply this understanding to the learoing new language. A general awareness of Spain
and aspects of Spanish life is advantageous, asmatural curiosity to find out more about another
culture.

Please note that should you wish to study both iSpaand French at GCSE, then you must choose
Spanish as your core language and circle FrencOmtion Line 2.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Your understanding of the spoken and written foohshe Spanish language will improve, as will
your communication skills. In addition to develogiyour linguistic ability you will be able to lear
about Spanish-speaking issues and life and cuiltu&pain and the Spanish speaking world. Study
sources include regular use of ICT, authentic Statexts, film, Spanish songs and role-play. You
will learn to apply your knowledge through eachtloése media and express yourself articulately in
another foreign language. You will acquire thdigbio read and respond to genuine Spanish tests,
well as listening to native speakers. This insight different cultures and ways of life will hejjpu

to foster a positive approach to other societies.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT TASKS?

Coursework has been replaced with two “controlledeasment” tasks either based on teacher-
produced stimulus material or material distribubgdAQA. If you are aiming at a grade C and above
you will be expected to produce 600 words in tfwalboth tasks. You will be guided by your teacher
through the initial stages of this task and haveess to reference materials, dictionaries and the
internet. The final assignments will be writtendan examination conditions. This work will be
externally assessed.

HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?
The course is designed to cover topics which aeady familiar and relevant to you so that you find
easier to comment on them in Spanish. They shalatdinterest you too!

CONTEXTS SUB-TOPIC
Lifestyle: Health * healthy & unhealthy lifestyles & their
Relationships consequences
Choices » relationships with family & friends

» future plans regarding:
marriage/partnership
» social issues & equality

Leisure: Free time » free time activities
* shopping, money, fashion & trends
Media » advantages & disadvantages of new
technology
Holidays * plans, preferences & experiences

what to see & getting around

15



CONTEXTS SUB-TOPIC
Home & Environment: Home & local area » special occasions celebrated in the home
e home, town, neighbourhood, region,
where it is & what it is like
Environment * current problems facing the planet
* being environmentally friendly within the
home & local area

Work & Education: School/College and future
plans

what school/college is like

pressures & problems

looking for & getting a job

advantages & disadvantages of different
jobs

Current and future jobs

HOW ISTHE COURSE ASSESSED?

Assessment in Spanish covers the four skills adiregp writing, listening and speaking. Each ofsihe
skills is tested in a separate examination. T$teriing and reading papers are worth 20% eachewhil
the speaking and writing examinations are equatlyghted at 30% each. The listening and reading
papers will require pupils to understand Spanisit, to record answers in English. The written
controlled assignments require candidates to shei ability to write Spanish. These examinations
last between 35 — 60 minutes. The speaking examimean be based on exemplar material produced
by AQA or a task devised by your teacher. Bothkdasill be dialogues conducted with your Spanish
teacher and each task will last 4 — 6 minutes.

You can sit Foundation or Higher tier for the listeg and reading examinations but the two speaking
tasks and the controlled written assignments ané€red’ and their level is assessed by AQA. 1t is
possible to do Higher reading and Foundation listgior vice versa, but this does have an impact on
your final grade. There is some freedom to chedsat suits you best.

FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL ?

Naturally it is essential to take GCSE Spanistotfi yre considering the subject at sixth form lasl
well. However, this subject would be useful indthg to other subjects in the sixth form because it
practises interactive skills and encourages ydhiti freely, and develop opinions and ideas.

WHAT WERE THE SPANISH GCSE RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?

In 2010, 46% of students taking GCSE Spanish gaiyiédl grades.

16



RELIGIOUS STUDIES
OCR
MrsL J Court

Religious Education is a core subject taken bys@ltlents in Years 9-11; it comprises two lessons a
week. In Years 9-10 all students follow the GCSHrse (Religious Studies). At the end of Year 10
students choose whether to continue with the exaom course or to follow a non-examination
course (Religious Education) instead. Studentdrjgim Year 10 who wish to take the GCSE course
are given additional support.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Christianity The basic beliefs and practices of the Christaii fcommunity. This includes a study of
the various denominations, places of worship, thpartance of the Bible, and Rites of Passage e.g.
infant baptism and marriage.

Ethics a) Medical Ethics: abortion; embryo research; euthanasimal testing
b) War and Peace: Just War Theory; Paaificlduman Rights
c) Prejudice and Equality: gender; raakdss; disability
d) Poverty and Wealth
e) The Environment
f) Human Relationships: Marriage; Divar€avil Partnerships.

HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?

Structure

Year 9: Denominations; Places of Worship; FessivReligious Communities; Poverty and Wealth
Year 10: Rites of Passage; Human RelationshipsBilble; Prejudice; The Environment

Year 11: Medical Ethics; War and Peace; Human Right

Assessment

There are four units; two relate to Christianitgdawo to Ethical Issues.
Each unit will be assessed by a one hour examimatio

There are no controlled assessment tasks.

WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL FOR?

Transferable skills such as the high level of asialyequired in evaluative questions are partitylar
useful for subjects such as English, History, Rualjt Geography, Biology, and Economics and
Business Studies. There are also strong curritinks with Theatre Studies, Art and Music.

WHAT WERE THE GCSE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?
In 2010, 44% of students achieved A*/A grades
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SEPARATE SCIENCE (Biology 4411, Chemistry 4421, Physics 4451)
AQA
Dr N Sheffrin

(Revised Biology, Chemistry and Physics specifications are in draft form at the Examination Board at the time of
writing.)

WHAT SKILLSAND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE STARTING THIS COURSE?

All students must continue these courses as a ramiracience requirement at Kingswood School.
The courses continue to develop the ideas taughtear 9, both in terms of content and practical
skills.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

The main areas of the specification for Sciencéuge content from Biology, Chemistry and Physics
and cover all aspects of a good science educatitim particular emphasis on evaluating evidence and
the implications of science for society. The Ugiand Unit 3 courses follow on from the work
covered in the Unit 1 courses covered in Y9. Thecsjgation and the content continues to be from
Biology, Chemistry and Physics, but now with greagenphasis on explaining, theorising and
modelling scientific ideas.

During the course, pupils will be able to applyithlkenowledge with understanding to scientific
examples from domestic, industrial and environnleotatexts and there will be opportunities for
pupils to use key skills to organise and presefurmation clearly and logically using a variety of
techniques, including the use of ICT.

BIOLOGY UNIT 2 Y10

CHEMISTRY UNIT 2
Y10

PHYSICS UNIT 2 Y10

Cells Structure and bonding Motion
Movement into cells Structure and properties Speed
Photosynthesis Reaction calculations Work, enengly a
momentum
Ecology and energy flow Rates of reaction Staecteicity
Carbon cycle and decay Energy and reactions Cueteatricity

Enzymes Electrolysis Mains electricity
Homeostasis Acids alkalis and salts Nuclear physics
Inheritance

BIOLOGY UNIT 3 Y11

CHEMISTRY UNIT 3
Y11

PHYSICS UNIT 3 Y11

Exchange of materials

Periodic table

Turning forces

Transport systems

More acids and bases

Light amaldso

Exercise

Water

Electromagnetism

Kidney

Energy calculations

Stars and space

Microbiology

Analysis

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE COURSEWORK?

Controlled Assessment is carried out within eaderee and the best score from at least two pieces
goes forward. Currently, there is an Investiga@lkalls Assignment, (ISA), worth 25% of the total
examination. It is based on practical work carmed by the candidate during lesson time and then
further assessed by a written paper, also in diass. The format of this assessment will change
slightly for 2012 onwards.
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HOW ISTHE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?

The final examinations are made up from three maper each science, examined by 60 minute
written papers for each unit, starting in 2012.cteanit contributes 25% of the final grade for the

paper and the coursework makes up the final 25#%eomarks. Pupils obtain 3 GCSE grades, one for
each of the sciences. The grades may vary bettieesciences, depending on the aptitude of the
pupil for each science.

The examination papers for all courses are tier€de majority of candidates will enter the Higher
Tier papers where they can gain A* D grades. TWbhandation Tier allows grades up to, but not
greater than, grade C. Candidates will be enteryegapers that match the ability level which they
have demonstrated during the course.

FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL?

The sciences support many other subjects at ASA2nigével. Biology overlaps with some areas of
geography and sports science and is highly recordetefor medical and veterinary courses along
with Chemistry, which is essential and links weilh either of the other sciences at A level. stby
has a mutualistic association with Mathematics agvel, and the application of Physics concepts is
also important in Design Technology. It is an efiséelement for a future in engineering. Physicd a
Music are becoming increasingly popular as comonat

WHAT WERE THE SCIENCE GCSE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?
In 2010, 67% of students achieved A*/A grades ial&yy, 46% A*/A grades in Chemistry and 46%
A*/A grades in Physics.

Will you be as good or better?

Further information about the Separate Sciencesesucan be found on the AQA examination board
website at www.aga.org.uk.
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ART (FI NE ART)
OCR
Mr S Brown

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

Basic drawing and painting skills should be of adjstandard and so should your knowledge of
colour and perspective. You should have a willegmto experiment and work with a wide range of
different media and be prepared to present andisisgour work in front of your class. You shoué b
actively visiting galleries for information and pigation.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will learn tovisually record by

* arange of approaches and media of observatiopsyiexces and ideas from a primary stimulus;

* employing visual elements such as line, tone, eplfmum, compositional organisation, structure
and scale;

* experimenting with practical ideas in ways to suptue development of your final pieces;

* relating processes and media to develop your oea @i study.

You will learn tounder stand contextsin Art, Craft and Design by

* integrating into your own practical work the knodde and understanding of visual language
gained from analysis and evaluation of images,abjand artefacts and their contexts, including
some first hand experience of original work.

You will learn topractically develop by

e developing and exploring ideas using a wide rarfgmeaxia, processes and resources in two and
three dimensions including, where appropriate, ICT,;

* reviewing, modifying and refining work as it progses, including recognising and rectifying
technical problems;

* experimenting with paint, drawing, printmaking, iiag, carving and construction.

You will learn torealise your intentions by
e presenting a personal response (final piece/colciusvhich demonstrates the realisation of
intentions. Also by trusting and following througbur own developed ideas.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE PORTFOLI10?

The purpose of coursework, which makes up 60% efdbwerall mark, is to provide you with an

opportunity to demonstrate achievement through amesp to set requirements. You will use
knowledge and understanding through a range ofoappes and applications in the ‘Fine Art’ area of
study, using independent judgements that extend §onking and development of practical skills.

The coursework is carried out under controlled ssm®ent conditions. Candidates are given
approximately 45 hours (15-18 school weeks as dejuo complete their portfolio submission.

The course involves some visits and workshopsudia a trip to London in Term 3 and another trip
in Term 4. The cost for each of these visits w#l approximately £25-£30. You will also have a
chance to work with visiting artists and have asdeshe department darkroom.

HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?
The OCR Fine Art GCSE course is structured to glegtudents with the opportunity to:
e actively engage in the process of making and utaledgg art and design;
» develop creative skills through learning, imagioatiexploring and experimenting;
the development of critical understanding.
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The portfolio produced during 45 hours of contrdllassessment should include work that shows
exploration, research, acquisition of techniques skills towards a personal outcome(s).

The practical examination or “set task” at the tstdithe Summer Term takes ten hours, usually over
two days. However, the Board issues starting pdmthe Spring Term on®lJanuary so this gives
pupils ample time to prepare for the examinatiod develop incredibly thorough responses. This
work should not be underestimated and should dartei significantly to the awarding of the
remaining 40% of the marks.

Coursework and the examination is marked internadlyd then moderated at the Centre by a
moderator appointed by the examination board.

FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL?
Gaining an A* - B at GCSE will let you take the gadi further to AS, then on to A2.

WHAT WERE THE 2010 ART EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?
90% of our students achieved A*/A grades in 2010.
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION
OCR
Mrs S Dakin

WHAT SKILLSAND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE STARTING THE COURSE?

If you have an interest in Literature and Histdmgn you will probably enjoy this course. The ceurs
aims to encourage candidates to engage in the gg@fesnquiry into the classical world so that they
develop as effective and independent learners anccritical and reflective thinkers; acquire
knowledge and understanding of selected aspectheotlassical world; develop awareness of the
continuing influence of the classical world on med&urope and of the similarities and differences
between the classical world and later times; dgvaltd apply analytical and evaluative skills.

WHAT WILL | LEARN AND HOW ISTHE COURSE STRUCTURED?
The topics studied are:

City Life in Athens including the concept of democracy, religion, flmily and entertainment;
Pompeii pupils will be expected to assess the evidemoeiged by the town and draw conclusions
about its prosperity, the values of its citizend #re attractiveness of living in the town.

The Odyssey of Homerpupils will read books 5,6,7,9,10 and 12 andsoder themes such as what
makes a hero, the role of women, civilisation aatbbrism as well as Homer’s literary techniques.
Pliny’s Letters pupils will read a selection of the Letters dfeTYounger Pliny and through them gain
an understanding of his life and works, as well*4€entury Rome.

Pupils will have the opportunity to study primargusces from the Classical World, such as
contemporary literature as well as archaeologicalesnce, and secondary interpretations of Classical
civilisation.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE COUREWORK?
There is no coursework.

HOW ISTHE COURSE ASSESSED?

One of the units will be examined by controlledesssnent. This will involve the candidates being
asked to research a given topic and write an etraéupiece on it of no longer than 2,000 words.isTh
could be an essay, an audio report or a film.

The other units will be assessed by an examinafidrere is a one hour examination on each unit. Al
four units are worth an equal percentage of thal fimark.

Classical Civilisation GCSE was a new option in t8eper 2010 and so examination results are not
yet available.
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY (Resistant Materials)
AQA
Mr B Brown

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

Candidates who are taking courses leading to thadifccation at Key Stage 4 should normally have
followed the corresponding Key Stage 3 programofestudy within the National Curriculum.
Kingswood students who have followed the Year Ys®eueither at the core or roundabout level, will
normally be accepted for the GCSE course.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

This course is designed to encourage studentsuvielagean awareness of the nature and significant
importance of Design and Technology in a rapidharaling society. Students learn to combine
practical skills with an understanding of aesthesocial and environment issues, function and
industrial practices, which are essential in thehf@logical field.

The course aims for students to become autononmmolréem solvers as individuals and members of a
team. The course allows students to progressreitinectly to employment, or to study for an
Advanced level qualification in Design and Techggiand GNVQ Manufacturing and Engineering.

HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?
There are 2 Units.

Unit 1: Written Paper (45601) 2 hours — 120 marl&0%. This is a theory examination which has
two sections. Candidates will answer all the exgistions. There is pre-release material from kwhic
the examination theme is set. This is externalbngined in the summer only.

Unit 2: Unit 2: Design and Making Practice (456@pproximately 45 hours — 90 marks — 60% of the
total GCSE marks in a 20 hour controlled assessmehis Unit consists of a single design and make
activity and will involve candidates researchingsigning and subsequently modelling a functional
prototype. Candidates will select a theme fromaage of tasks set by the Board which will be
submitted in the Summer term of Year 11; markeeridlly and externally moderated.

FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL?
Candidates who achieve a grade C or above are peeflared to study AS/A level Design and
Technology available at Kingswood in the Sixth Form

WHAT WERE THE DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY EXAMINATION RESULTS LIKE LAST

YEAR?
In 2010 18% of students gained A*/A grades.
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DRAMA
AQA
Mr D Harding

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

Students who are considering taking Drama as aioropit GCSE must have a genuine interest in
making (exploring, devising, shaping and interpretinggforming (presenting and producingnd
responding to (evaluating and applyingnowledge and understandinddama. However, no specific
learning or level of attainment other than reastsaboficiency in literacy and numeracy is necegsar
for candidates to undertake a course of studyigigtibject. The GCSE course will build upon the
drama content included within Key Stage 3 prograsiofestudy.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

The course aims to encourage candidates to develop

e an understanding and response to a wide rangepfigkts, an appreciation of the ways in which
playwrights achieve their effects and the abililydommunicate the author's intentions to an
audience;

e an awareness of social, historical and culturatexds and influences through an investigation of
plays and other styles of dramatic presentation;

* increased self and group awareness and the abilégpreciate and evaluate the work of others;

»  skills of creativity, self-confidence, concentratjself-discipline and communication.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE COURSEWORK?

The coursework contributes 60% of the final GCSEkmdach piece of coursework is marked out of
60 (for further details on this, see below). Thedsnt's highest two marks are submitted to thenexa
board. There are a possible fourteen differentoapton which students can be assessed: Devised
thematic work; Acting; Theatre in Education presdéion; Improvisation; Physical Theatre: Set;
Costume; Costume: Make-up; Properties; Masks; Raphehting; Sound and Stagdanagement.

In the past few years students have tended to elfoas the first four options.

Students will usually be given between four and weeks to work on a project before they are
assessed.

HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?

In the first term of Year 10 students will go sgfati into working on a piece of mock coursework.isTh
will be a piece of ‘Improvisation’. They will creathis work for performance to their peers usimg t
theme of ‘Childhood’ as the stimulus. It will berformed once and marked using the examination
criteria. It will also be filmed and students wilse this film to assess their contributions ineorth
learn for future projects.

In the second term the class is divided into grdopehearse and perform extracts from a scriptgusi
previously learnt skills. Along with students frorear 11 they will be involved in a GCSE production
which will be performed in March in the Kingswoodthdatre. This is performed three times and the
school community, including parents will all be ited to attend. The script this year is “Beastd an
Beauties, eight tales from Europe” adapted by Canoi Duffy.

In the final term of Year 10 the class is once n&pht into groups to create and perform theirtfirs

piece of examination coursework: a Theatre in Edogplay which they perform in local primary
schools or at Kingswood Prep School towards theoéddne.
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In Year 11 the students produce two more piecesoofsework which will be performed to an
audience in the Kingswood Theatre or Drama Stuske @bove). One of these pieces of work will be
moderated by an external moderator. Students rsay study one play in depth from a practical
perspective on which they may choose to answeiguestions in the written examination.

Throughout the course students will regularly attédreatre trips arranged by the department and will
also be encouraged to watch as many productiopssssble in their own time. All students choosing
Drama as an option at GCSE level will also be etqmeto be involved in school productions.

Assessment of this examination comprises two commsn coursework and a written paper.

Coursawork (60%)

The coursework is internally assessed and modebgptédA.

Candidates are required to present two piecesaatipal work, each worth 60 marks and split into tw
sections worth 15 and 45 marks.

Assessment is based on the following two parts:

* Process and understanding of skills developmentyhich candidates’ ability to ‘recall, select
and communicate their knowledge and understandiryasna to generate, explore and develop
ideas’ is assessed (15%)

* Final presentation: either performance or dematisti/artefact(s) (45%)

Written Paper (40%) 1.5 hours
The written paper is set and marked by AQA.

Section A
Practical work completed during the course (onestiole, from each of four sections, each worth 10
marks).

Section B:
Study and performance of a scripted play (a chbesveen two questions, both divided into two
sections worth 20 marks each).

Section C:
Study of a live theatre production seen (a choat@ben two questions, both divided into two sedion
worth 20 marks each).

Candidates must answer Question 1 from Section d\ @mwoose one further question from either
Section B or Section C.

FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL ?

As Drama is primarily a subject that is about comraation, it is useful for all A Level subjectsn |
particular, it supports English Literature, PokticModern Foreign Languages, PE, Music and,
obviously, Drama and Theatre Studies.

WHAT WERE THE DRAMA GCSE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?

52% of students gained A*/A grades in 2010.
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GEOGRAPHY
AQA
Mrs D Jenner

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THE
COURSE?

It is assumed that anyone studying Geography tpisgoint has, during Key Stage 3, acquired some
geographical knowledge and skills which will be eleped further during the GCSE course.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

During the two year course you will learn aboutthphysical and three human topics. Through these
you will learn about the natural forces that haleped our planet and how our actions and activities
have affected the world we live in. Through a &griof case studies you will gain an understanding
the need for sustainable management of both owigdlyand human environments.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE COURSEWORK?

You will carry out one local fieldwork investigatiovhich will involve the collection of primary data
The coursework, including the write up, will be mad out as a “controlled assessment” in the
classroom.

HOW ISTHE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?
The course has three parts:

Unit 1: Physical Geography

This includes physical processes and their effeectgeople, including management. Options include:
* The Restless Earth

* Rocks, Resources and Scenery

* Ice onthe Land

This is examined by a one and a half hour writt@pep, worth 75 marks.

Unit 2: Human Geography

This includes the impact of people and our actsiin a variety of locations. Options include:
*  Changing Urban Environments

* Globalisation

e Tourism

This is examined by a one and a half hour writt@pep, worth 75 marks.
Unit 3: Local Fieldwork Investigation (25%)
This is the coursework element described aboveas dt controlled assessment which will take about

six weeks of teaching time and is worth 60 markge aim to undertake two field trips over the two
years and one of these, in Year 11, will be toembltlata for coursework.
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FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL ?

Geography is an A level subject in its own right bBlso has many transferable skills. It is profabl
the most versatile subject in the curriculum asait be combined with any other. It offers breadth
those requiring it in their range of A level qualdtions. Many universities now look for a subject
such as this which offers diversity and balancdHeir others subjects.

WHAT WERE THE GEOGRAPHY GCSE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?

46% of our students gained A*/A grade in 2010. Gengraphy Department welcomes and supports
all with a positive attitude to the subject andesick to pursue it.
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HISTORY
OCR
Mr P P G MacDonald

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

All pupils who have studied History between thesagé eleven and fourteen should have the skills
and understanding necessary to embark on a cquiGESE History. However, only in exceptional
circumstances should a pupil consider taking GC&ftol if English is their second language.

The most important elements we are looking for IB@SE student are interest in the subject and a
willingness to work hard. These characteristiosusth ensure that you enjoy a rewarding course and
secure a fine grade at the end of Year 11.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

GCSE History is a popular choice, in part becahgecbntent is interesting and thought-provoking.
The course is based entirely in the twentieth agnhelping pupils to understand the way in whilct t
world of today was created. Contemporary issugsekample the war in Iraq, are understood far
more when compared and contrasted with the worlbponse to the dictators of the 1930s. Current
debates in areas like Human Rights are also illateth when compared to the struggles of the
Suffragettes or the persecution of the Jews in K&zmany.

The course ranges widely across the twentieth cgnt#in overview of the years 1918-1939 embraces
topics like the Peace Settlements of 1919, theribf the League of Nations, the Depression of the
1930s and the causes of World War Il. A Depth $toidGermany between 1918 and 1945 looks at
why democracy collapsed in Germany in the early0$98nd how Hitler took power and created a
dictatorship. The course also includes a studphefSuffragette Movement in Britain before the Firs
World War and the impact of that conflict on Biitisociety.

During their studies, pupils develop an understagdif a range of political and economic vocabulary
that is invaluable in today’s environment. Thegoatlevelop the ability to construct rigorous andl-we
supported analysis of issues, a skill of valuellto @ritical evaluation of source material is als@art

of the course and enables pupils to develop thmiityato sift and process information effectivaly
today’s information-heavy world.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT TASK?

The Controlled Assessment is undertaken in Yeaorihspects of twentieth century history. The

Controlled Assessment topics are taught normaltythen pupils undertake an extended question on
the material designed to test various skills, idolg the ability to explain events and evaluate

historical sources. Pupils are given clear adea®cerning the requirements of the examiners.

HOW ISTHE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?
The final grade is determined by pupil performaimctine three elements of the examination.

Paper 1: 45%

A written paper taken by all students in Januaryfeér 11. A range of questions on International
Relations, 1918-1939, and Germany 1918-1945. &tad®ve the option of re-taking this paper at the
end of Year 11.

Paper 2: 30%

A written paper taken at the end of Year 11. Aguagesigned to test a student’s ability to evaluate
historical sources on Britain between the year91l88l 1918.
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Paper 3. 25%
Controlled Assessment undertaken during the setmndof Year 11 (see previous page).

FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL?

A GCSE in History is valuable for students intemdito study History, Economics and Business,
Politics, English and all Arts and Humanities basedbjects at A Level. However, given the
communication and evaluative skills it seeks toeligy it is a useful preparation for all prospective
sixth formers, regardless of what they decide td\st

WHAT WERE THE HISTORY GCSE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?
75% of our students gained an A*/A grade in 2010.
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INFORMATION COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
| GCSE EdExcel
Mrs C Sergeant

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

All students who have studied ICT at Key Stage @ughhave the skills and understanding necessary
to study for this International GCSE, recently anlnced to Kingswood. Primarily, we are looking for
students with an interest in ICT in a variety ohtaxts: home, business, recreation and education.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

In this course you will develop your practical #&ind knowledge of the software used in Key S@age
including word processing, spreadsheets, data imgjgiresentation, audio and video editing, and web
design packages. You will also expand your intsresand critical reflections on ICT as an intégra
part of modern society. You will begin to recognibe impact of new technologies on the methods of
working in the outside world and on social, legatonomic, ethical and moral issues. You will
develop the ability to critically appraise Infornwat Systems in order to develop an understanding of
their capabilities and limitations. You will alégarn how to solve a variety of work-related probe
through the design and use of Information Systemdstlae underpinning principles and techniques.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE COURSEWORK?
There is no coursework.

HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?

The course consists of two units, both externadiyeased. Paper 1 consists of a written paper with
multiple choice and short answer questions, assgssudents’ understanding of ICT systems and the
use and impact of ICT. Paper 2 is a practical agergbased examination, taken under controlled
conditions, with a series of structured activitieguiring students to apply their knowledge, skalhsl
understanding of ICT to solve problems.

The IGCSE qualification is graded and certificatedan eight-grade scale from A* to G. The two
units each contribute 50% of the overall grade.

FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL ?

This course is an excellent preparation for stusleahsidering AS and A2 ICT in the Sixth Form, and
the study of ICT in a variety of commercial and iness contexts will be useful for those considering
Economics and Business Studies. The ICT skilleiged will also support the use of ICT in all
subjects studied at Sixth Form level.

WHAT WERE THE ICT GCSE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?

As the IGCSE was introduced for first teaching fr&@aptember 2010, there are no 2010 IGCSE
results available. OCR results: 72% of our studgaised an A*/A grade in 2010.
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LATIN
OCR
Mrs S Dakin

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

If you enjoyed the first year of Latin and copedIwath it, then there is every reason to carryton
GCSE. An interest in language and a logical mirel @vious advantages. Apart from the inherent
value of learning about the language and culturtn@fRoman world, the benefits to your knowledge
of English grammar and spelling will be consideeabl

WHAT WILL | LEARN IN THE COURSE, AND HOW ISIT STRUCTURED?

Year 10: The Cambridge Latin Course completes the linguisork necessary for GCSE by means
of stories dealing with the lives of rich and pahuring the early Roman Empire. Bad housing,
overcrowding in a cosmopolitan city, poverty, crimesalth, social climbing and political corruption
sit alongside great literature, major engineericigigvements, the code of law, and the organisation
the army.

Year 11. There is more to the course than knowing yowmnand verb endings (though you have to).
The GCSE examination involves reading, in Yearekiracts from major Latin authors. The verse set
text is often part of Virgil's Aeneid, one of theost moving documents of western literature, or a
selection of miscellaneous poems, witty, romarg@netimes sad, sometimes rather rude. The prose
selections cover topics ranging from the DruiddNorth Wales, skulduggery in the imperial family,
the eruption of Vesuvius, what the witches of Thésgot up to, and the bustling, dangerous, but
always exciting city that was ancient Rome.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE COURSEWORK?
There is no coursework.

HOW ISTHE COURSE ASSESSED?
Several short examinations are taken, as follows:

Paper 1. Language* 30%

Paper 2. Verse set texts 30%
Paper 3: Language Paper 2** 20%
Paper 4: Prose set texts 20%

Both Higher and Foundation Tier papers exist.

*A single story is told through a mixture of traashg and comprehension of three passages. A
vocabulary list is provided for students to learradvance, and any word in the passages which does
not appear on this list is given.

**A short passage is given to translate into Erglis
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FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL ?

For those wishing to study Latin at AS or A2, olusaty GCSE is essential, but it provides an exctllen
base for the study of any modern language. Thabisous in the case of Spanish and French, but
Latin is, in common with German, an inflected laage, i.e. uses cases. Much of English Literature,
especially pre-Twentieth Century, presupposes sameledge of the world of Classics. A study of
History, Politics and Theology will also greatlyrsdit from a fairly advanced study of Latin, both i
terms of information, and the use of logical thaugh

Equally, a good grade in Latin GCSE does have deigry to impress university admissions officers.

WHAT WERE THE LATIN GCSE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?
In 2010, 33 % of our students gained an A*/A grade.
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MUSIC
AQA
Mr R Mainwaring

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE?

First and foremost, you must have an enthusiasmiamdfor music and music-making. Whilst the
examination board does not expect any prerequidiesstarting this course, it is the Music
Department’s policy that you should ideally demeoetst an ability on one instrument (including voice)
of at least Grade 3 standard. Theory of musicotsanmajor part of the course, though you will be
expected to understand fundamental concepts ancigs which equate to at least Grade 3 standard.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will learn to develop an understanding and apjattion of a range of different kinds of music,
extending your own interests and increasing yotulityalto make judgements about musical quality.
You will also acquire further knowledge, skills amaderstanding needed to:

* make music, both individually and in groups;

» develop a life-long interest in music;

*  progress to further study, e.g. A/AS level and pdwuivalent qualifications.

You will also learn to develop broader life-skidlad attributes, including critical and creativeniting,
aesthetic sensitivity and emotional and culturaietigpment.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE COURSEWORK?

You will spend much of your time performing and qmsing. 80% of the GCSE is coursework,
much of which can be completed at any time in YEaror Year 11. You will have time during
lessons to work on your folios, but you will be egfed to use a lot of initiative and work
independently at home and in the Music School,@afein Year 11.

HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?
There are four areas of the course, three of wdnielcoursework modules:

Composing: 20%
A folio of one composition in any style or genre. Submissions vglbyeither recording with score,
or recording with detailed annotation.

Performing: 40%
One solo and oneensemble performance. Assessment may be conducted attage sluring the
course and the recorded evidence retained for Ssoni

Composing and Appraising Music: 20%

One composition based on an AQA set assignment, arfsoamg one of the three strands of study. The
composition, submitted as a score and/or annotation, must laés@accompanied by a recorded
realisation, and is accompanied bynaitten evaluation.

Listening and Appraising Test: 20%

A listening and written paper of 1 hour. All fiieeas of Studwvill be included in the tesRhythm
and Metre, Harmony and Tonality, Texture and MeJodynber and Dynamics, Structure and Form.
These areas of study will be taught through threstohcal contexts —-The Western Classical
Tradition, Popular Music of the 3tand 2f' CenturiesandWorld Musics.
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FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL?

An ability to work independently towards deadlineg concerts, recording sessions) through self-
disciplined practice and creative thought will bseful for any subject. Other skills that will be
acquired and developed will include presentatiahkdls, an ability to work in both macro and micro
spheres, an ability to reflect objectively on onp&rsonal work, and an ability to solve problems
through imaginations and logic.

WHAT WERE THE MUSIC GSCE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?

As with previous years, pupils were very successfiMlusic GCSE last year. 86% of pupils gained an
A*/A grade in 2010. Pupil numbers have been stgadcreasing over the last few years. Perhaps
though, as important, pupils leave the GCSE cowife a CD of highly personal performances and
compositions of which they are rightly proud. Thell also compete in the annual KATS Awards for
the coveted title of GCSE Composition of the Year.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
AQA
Mr T Reeman

WHAT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE MUST | HAVE BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS
COURSE

No specific knowledge is required but an interastport is essential if a good grade is to be aekie
Strong practical ability in a variety of sportsailso advantageous with 60% of the course beingdbase
on practical assessment. There is also the pasgibil gaining two GCSEs in Physical Education,
through the Double Award**, where students needlémonstrate practical ability in eight areas as
opposed to the Single Award of four. The theorgsglalso extended, but well within the capabibity
most students, and a better preparation for thopag to continue on to A level.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

All students will learn a range of issues relatind’hysical Education and Games. They will develop
their skills and understanding through selectedctmal activities as well as developing their
knowledge of factors that affect participation gretformance. Rules, etiquette and convention will
also be developed along with a promotion of thdthdeenefits and risks associated with taking part
physical activity. Students will also develop ttells to analyse and improve their own and others’
performance.

WHAT ISTHE NATURE OF THE COURSEWORK?

The coursework element has been removed and insteattidates are expected to implement aspects
of the previous coursework, a Personal Exercisg@rmme, into their practical options. This regslire
them to demonstrate an ability to coach, officiategrganise a particular sporting event.

HOW ISTHE WHOLE COURSE STRUCTURED AND ASSESSED?

Practical assessments make up 60% of the oveeale¢s). Students are required to show their gpilit
understanding and input in four activities (eight the Double Award), chosen from at least twogghr
for the Double Award) different practical areas.

The written paper is worth 40% and is one and BHwmlrs long (two papers, each one and a half hours
long for the Double Award), focusing on the fact@lecting performance and participation in
physical activity.

FOR WHAT SIXTH FORM SUBJECTSWILL THISCOURSE BE USEFUL?
Physical Education can help with a number of A levmit especially the Physical Education A level.
The physiology included also provides a good fotindéor Biology.

WHAT WERE THE P.E. GCSE EXAMINATION RESULTSLIKE LAST YEAR?
50% of our students gained an A*/A grade in 2010.

** Those candidates suitable for entry for the Doubheard are selected by the PE department after

the November GCSE mock examination results andadteo consultation with pupil and parents at
the Year 11 Parents’ Evening at the end of the Watterm.
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