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WELCOME TO THE SIXTH FORM

Entry into the sixth form marks the final stageyotir school career. It is an exciting, challengamgl
very important time, during which you will be deoping particular academic strengths and interests
through the specific AS/A2 courses you have chosdrilst taking advantage of the wide extra-
curricular opportunities available at Kingswood.ouvwill be expected to manage the time given to
your academic, extra-curricular and social committaeeffectively. The key to doing so is to use
your private study periods appropriately as welleasuring that proper focus is given to academic
work every evening and at the weekend. Abovewalwant you to put learning at the heart of sixth
form life. We expect you to develop an enquiringpanand to take responsibility for extending your
learning beyond the classroom.

We aim to encourage study habits that will help yodulfil your academic potential at Kingswood

and beyond. Every week you are required to comtteast four hours’ study for each subject dut o
the classroom. Those students most likely to etedll be the ones who do not ‘clock watch’ but
who aim to produce their best work through caredgskarch and considered application.

However, being a member of our sixth form means yba will also have many extra-curricular and
social opportunities. Use them! Time managemeay rseem difficult at first but you will be
supported by your teachers, your tutor, the heasixth form and house staff. Advice is always on
hand. Whilst your last two years at school arelfiko be very busy, we want you to enjoy themhio t
full and leave school feeling enriched by all thhati have learnt, experienced and contributed during
your time in our sixth form.

MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR YOU

This booklet has been designed to familiarise yath ¥he expectations and demands of the subject
courses at AS and at A2. Please read about thecssibn which you are interestegry carefully.
Why not also look at subjects which do not autooadity appeal? The study content at GCSE and at
AS/A2 can be very different. Whilst bearing in mhithat universities will look for a sensible
combination of subjects, ensure that you base ghloices on what you want to do. These are subjects
that you will have to study in depth, most of themtwo years. If you are not really committederth
your interest will wane and you will not make base of your time. Thus, your results may bring
disappointment.

Do not rush the choosing of your subjects. Youusthdalk your ideas through with your parents or
guardians. Seek advice within your present sclimoh your teachers, your tutors and heads of
department. Staff at Kingswood who have a speesgonsibility to help and advise you are:

Mrs Sarah Dawson  Deputy Head (Academic)
Mr Craig Woodgate Higher Education Adviser and Hef8ixth Form
Mr Richard Garforth Head of Careers



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are three key points to remember as you iy@kechoices:

1. You are normally expected to meet the sixth formimum entry requirement of at least BBBBCC
in your GCSE passes.

2. In addition, it is very important that you pay peutar attention to the entry requirements for each
subject in this booklet.Please do not assume that you will be allowed aot stour chosen AS
courses unless you meet the subject specific esguirements.

3. It is school policy for sixth formers to take foAS levels in Year 12, unless there are genuine
reasons for taking on fewer. We expect those iarYl8 to study three subjects at A2, though
some take on four or even five. We normally regagbod D grade in each AS subject unit as the
minimum needed to progress to A2 studies.

SUBJECT CHOICES AND CAREERS

Some people decide what careers they want to folliamle they are at school. Others may leave
decisions until their last year at college or elatar. Hence there is no pressure on you to mafteec
choices now, but from the time you enter Year 12wilé strongly encourage you to start thinking
about your future, and to find out as much as yau about careers which you are considering. With
this in mind, immediately after the AS examinatiowe have a work experience programme in which
we offer you the opportunity to try out jobs whigbu may be considering. We also encourage you to
use some of your school holidays to gain first-hexperience of different kinds of employment.

While no-one wants to pressurise you into makinge@adecisions until you are ready to do so,
nevertheless you need to be aware of the ways ichwlour choices of sixth form subjects may later
affect what careers will be open to you.

Three important guidelines:

1. If a subject is essential for your intended cartbeam obviously you must choose it. (Please
see the table on pages 6 and 7.) If you disctwantou need a subject which you do not like,
or cannot study successfully at A level, you shadek advice urgently from your tutor and
from the Head of Sixth Form.

2. You should be aware that, if the majority of youteel choices are arts subjects, you will be
making it extremely difficult, though not imposblto enter most medical professions and
engineering. On the other hand, if you choose ipaitience subjects but later want to switch
to arts-based careers (e.g. law), there are ncalaymalifications barriers.

3. As mentioned in (2) above, there are some carldezanedicine, for which early specialisation
is essential. However, for many professions, eggsk will encourage you to study subjects
which interest you before coming to them for tragi They are often against early
specialisation; they are looking for interestindyeated, intelligent, trainable recruits.

TIMETABLE FOR CHOOSING

All options schemes involve the arranging of subgroups for timetabling purposes. Thus, theré wil
be some subject combinations that are just notilpjessHowever, option lines are created so that th
most sensible and desirable combinations are &laila

Both internal and external prospective Kingswoodhsform students and their parents are given the
opportunity to meet with appropriate heads of depants to discuss possible AS/A2 choices before
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the October half term of Year 11. Heads of Departhwill, of course, continue to advise after this
initial meeting if required to do so.

Students are asked to make their A level choic&eicember, following the results of the Kingswood
mock GCSE examinations. After this, the schoohcamguarantee to meet any subsequent request for
change because timetabling and staffing requiresnentorganised around the information given.
Subsequent change can happen if the changes viitttinthe option lines and there is room in the
relevant teaching set(s).

A LEVELS IN BRIEF

Nowadays A levels include more open-ended questraqsiiring extended essays in response. There
are also synoptic ‘overview’ questions to assesslicdates’ understanding of the context and breadth
of their chosen subjects. Many subjects no lomjfar a coursework option. These features have
been introduced to encourage greater stretch aalleoge. Most courses will consist of four units
although, as you will see in this booklet, somesistrof six.

THE A* GRADE
An A* grade will be awarded to candidates who s&@08%+ in their final examinations. The A grade
is awarded for a mark of 80%+; the A* grade hasnbegroduced to identify the most talented
students within the group, without changing thedéads required for grades A — E.

THE AS AND A2 SYSTEM EXPLAINED
Advanced Level has been divided into two partse Sthucture is as follows:

* AS units, usually taken at the end of Year 12, stand alone.
e A2 units, taken at the end of Year 13, build onkk®wledge and skills.
* AS and A2 results combined give an Advanced Lewelrd.

Thus, by the end of a student’s sixth form careziohshe is likely to end up with three Advanced
Level awards and one AS award.

When you are given your results, usually in Augyst) will be informed of the number of marks
scored in each unit as well as your overall gra8e, it is easy to identify in which units you have
done particularly well, or not so well. Should yoeed to re-take any units, after discussion watlry
teachers you will be able to make sensible decssli@sed on this information.

Cashing inis the process by which AS examination resultsfarmally turned into a certificated
grade. AS grades must be cashed in to be entardtedJCAS form. A good performance at AS will
certainly be mentioned in the School’'s UCAS refesen

WHEN TO RE-TAKE?

Re-taking units is not an easy option and althotinghBoard allows you to re-take units this is not
always a good idea in practice. Any time and eperigich goes into re-taking poor AS units will be
time not given to ensuring your very best effotsA2. Some units are not available for re-take
purposes in the January of Year 13.

Re-taking is usually done in the light of the incplions at A2. For example, if you score signifiitty
lower in one of your units at AS it could make setsre-take the unit in which you gained the lawes
mark if doing so will help you to achieve your mdied grade or any entrance requirements set by
your chosen universities. It is vital that youkt#hrough your re-take plans with your tutor andiryo
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subject teachers very carefully. Your tutor, inrtigalar, should have a clear view of your
commitments and your goals and will be able to selwiou appropriately. Mr Woodgate, Higher
Education Adviser and Head of Sixth Form is alsdhand to give advice.



A LEVEL CHOICES AND HIGHER EDUCATION

Your A Level choices will not only influence youventual career path, but they will also have aatlire
bearing on your Higher Education options. All theL&vel courses offered at Kingswood provide a
good foundation for university entry, but for somere traditional institutions it is important tovea
the right combination of subjects to increase yahances of being offered at place.

The Russell Group of twenty of the country’s topea@ch based universities has produced a guide to
post 16 choices, to enable students thinking abfmeit options to arrive at informed and sensible
decisions for what is right for them. They havenitfiied a number of “facilitating subjects” whiclnea
often required for entry to the more academic cesied their institutions.

The subjects identified as falling into this catggare:
« Mathematics and Further Mathematics

* English Literature

e Physics

* Biology

e Chemistry
* Geography
» History

» Languages (classical and modern)

Other subjects offered by Kingswood but which ddé appear on this list, such as Economics and
Business, Religious Studies and Government andid3plivould also be viewed favourably by these
institutions, but have not been included as theyret essential for entry to any particular uniigrs
course.

As a general rule, a student takimgp of these subjects through to full A Level would dmnsidered

to have a good foundation for entry onto an acaderourse at a top research based university. It is
very important to remember, however, that such sEsiare not appropriate for all Kingswood sixth
formers, and that taking a different combinationsabjects does not rule out entry to university.
Equally, it would be unwise to take a subject beeayou thought you had to, when in fact your
chances of success in it are minimal; a poor gratlenean that university courses will remain cldse
to you, whatever subjects you have chosen.

To help you to make your decisions, below you Wit a chart indicating those subjects which are
essential and useful for certain university cour3ée list is not exhaustive, but does provide @eu
as to what is required for a range of subjectsticahlly popular with Kingswood sixth formers.

Subject Essential Useful
Architecture Art (some courses) Art, DT
Art and Design Art or Design Technology
Biochemistry Chemistry, Biology Mathematics or Bhgs
Biology Biology and Chemistry
Chemical Engineering Chemistry and Mathematics iekyBiology, Further
Mathematics
Chemistry Chemistry plus at least one | Mathematics, Further
other science subject Mathematics, Biology, Physics
Subject Essential Useful




Classics Latin Modern Foreign Language,
History, English

Computing Mathematics (some courses) Computing, Ktifther
Mathematics, Physics

Dentistry Chemistry and Biology

Drama Theatre Studies, English

Economics Mathematics Economics and Business

Engineering Mathematics and Physics Further Mathie)d T

English English History, Modern Foreign
Language, Latin

Geography Geography A science

History History

Law History, English

Mathematics Mathematics and sometimes

Further Mathematics

Mechanical Engineering

Mathematics, Physics

Medicine

Chemistry, Biology

Mathematics or Phys&son-
science subject

Music

Music

Modern Foreign Language

Modern Foreign Language

or®eModern Foreign
Language, Latin

Philosophy Religious Studies

Physics Mathematics, Physics Further Mathematiben@stry
Politics Politics, History

Psychology Biology Psychology

Religious Studies

Religious Studies

Sports Science

Biology/other science

PE, Psychology

Veterinary Science

Chemistry, Biology and eith

er

Mathematics or Physics

For further information on A Level choices and HiglEducation, please consult the Head of Sixth
Form, Mr C. B. Woodgate. If you would like to stutltye guidance from the Russell Group more
carefully, it is available to download at http:8sellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices/




ART

OCR
Mr S Brown

An AS course over one year or an A level over tveang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG ART IN THE
SIXTH FORM?

You will need at least a B grade in Art and a ggoakp of the English language — written and spoken.
Some basic ICT skills are useful. You should beppred to present and discuss your work in front of
your class. You should be willing to work in thepdrtment outside of class time and participagnin
art activity at least once a week. You should btvaly visiting galleries on your own and be
prepared to contact practising artists for infonoratand inspiration. You will be required to attea
weekend residential art trip (cost is advised altpudepending on location, and is usually in the
region of £100) and day visits to London galleries.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Students will be able to:

* record observations, experiences, ideas, informa#ind insights in visual and other forms,
appropriate to intentions;

* analyse and evaluate critically sources such agemjaobjects, artefacts and texts, showing
understanding of purposes, meaning and contexts;

» develop ideas through sustained investigations @xpuloration, selecting and using relevant
materials, processes and resources, identifying iaterpreting relationships and analysing
methods and outcomes;

» present a personal, coherent and informed respomsdising intentions, articulating and
explaining connections with the work of others.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

» students who are interested in developing themtore skills

e students who are interested in experimenting withwide range of materials, processes,
technologies and resources

» students who are interested in how ideas, feelmgsmeanings can be conveyed and interpreted in
images and artefacts

e students who are interested in past and presestisawwork and ideas

e students who like working from direct observatioonfi primary sources

» students who like to document and record via slestcphotographs and notes from secondary
sources

» students who are interested in researching theirtbemes or artists’ work

» students who can work independently

» students who enjoy visiting art galleries on a tagbasis

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL I HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU  ALIFICATION?

AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of two units



Unit 1: Coursework Portfolio

For this unit candidates need to produce a pootfofiwork that derives from initial starting points
topics or themes that are determined by the DegattmThe portfolio will contain responses to not
only studio based observational themes but alsedom of Department excursion. The focus is on
including work that shows exploration, researclguggition of techniques and skills

Unit 2: Controlled Assignment (5 hours)

This unit is designed to allow candidates to dertrates independently their ability to realise their
ideas and intentions in response to a set of quesstby emphasising the research element, together
with the allied skills of recording, investigatirapd selecting relevant media processes. After the
preliminary work candidates must produce a focysede of work during a five hour examination.

The two AS units are marked internally and moderatd externally and form 50% of the four
unit Advanced GCE.

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A levalifjcation:

Unit 3: Personal Investigation

For this unit, candidates must use personal stppints(s) to produce a major project that shows
them working through a range of Art and Design eigmees. Each candidate will be required to
produce a final piece along with supporting studisdack up and reflect personal development. In
addition, candidates will produce, to include ie ffortfolio, a ‘related personal study’ that shainesir
ability to place their work within an historical &oer contemporary context. The word limit of this
related personal study is 1000-3000 words. Thezeraany varied methods of presenting this study
which can be discussed with the subject tutor.

Unit 4: Controlled Assisgnment (15 hours)

This unit is designed to allow candidates to dertrates independently their ability to prepare, plan,

relate and resolve their response to a set stimulsere is a range of questions, from which each
candidate chooses one. Candidates are expecfgépare planning sheets or develop a sketchbook.
This will take place during a designated prepamaperiod, after which candidates must produce a
final piece during the fifteen-hour examinationsolving and relating their planning to a successful

conclusion.

WHAT COULD I GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?
You could go on to a one year foundation coursé@rinand Design in which you can specialise in
many areas including:

* Fine Art: Painting, Sculpture, Printmaking

» History of Art & Design: Academic study; Conservation; Gallery

* Graphic Design: Package design; lllustration; Computer Graphibptography; Film and
Television; Animation

* Fashion and Textiles: Fashion Design; Fashion Marketing; Fashion Jdisma Textiles
Woven/Printed

« 3 Dimensional Design: Product Design; Furniture Design; Jewellery; fiate Design and
Exhibition Design

e Architecture: Architecture and Landscape

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS
OCR provides specimen examination papers we recomhiy®@u investigate.
Go to http://lwww.ocr.org.uk



BIOLOGY

OCR
Mrs J Opie

An AS course over one year or an A level over tearng

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG BIOLOGY IN THE
SIXTH FORM?

You will need to get at least an A in Biology GCSBuring the course students will need to have the
ability to communicate effectively and a grade Babove is usually needed in English Language. At
times students will be expected to handle andpné¢idata. This will involve some use of statstidt

is therefore desirable for students to have aclievgrade B or above in Mathematics.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Students will be able to:

e acquire a body of biological knowledge and an agpt®n of its significance;

» develop arespect for all living things;

» develop experimental skills including use of themscope and slide preparation, dissection,
chromatography and many biochemical procedures;

* develop an understanding of scientific method iditlg controlling variables, statistical
analysis and evaluation of results.

e gain an understanding of the dynamic and excitiaymne of biology today including recent
advances in biotechnology and medicine, and aneavesas of the ethical, technological and
economic aspects of the subject.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THE COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

e Students who have an interest in the study ofdji¥imngs;

e Students who have enjoyed investigation througbritory based practicals, fieldwork or by
reading about recent research;

« Students who are interested in the latest biold¢igacs such as genetic engineering;

» Students who are planning careers as medics gr vets

» Students who want to use Biology to support othealifications such as Geography,
Chemistry and Sports Science.

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GET MY QUA LIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of three units:

Two of these units are assessed externally by ewdions consisting of both structured questions and
more open ended questions. The third unit at A®rmsoPractical Skills and this is internally asselss

Topics studied at AS will include the following:

Unit 211 — Cells, Exchange and Transport 30% of AS or 15% &f Level
(1 hour written exam)
* Cells - prokaryotic and eukaryotic cell ultra stire, organisation of cells in multi-cellular
organisms, cell division (mitosis and meiosis).
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 Exchange and Transport in Plants and Animals— reedexchange surfaces & transport
systems, adaptation of exchange surfaces, mechawisexchange & transport.

Unit 212 — Molecules, Biodiversity, Food and Health 50% of AS or 25% of A Leve
(1 hour 45 minutes written exam)
» Biological molecules structure and function of miiclacids, carbohydrates, proteins (including
the structure and function of enzymes), lipidsygamic ions and water.
e Food and Health — diet and food production inclgdime use of micro-organisms, transmission
of disease, the immune response and effects ofisgok
» Biodiversity — measured within a habitat, classifion, selection of organisms in evolution and
the need to maintain biodiversity.

Unit 213 — Practical Skills 20% A8 or 10% of A Level

The internally assessed units at AS and A2 inchrdetical and investigative skills.

a) Qualitative tasks — making and recording obgerma reliably.

b) Quantitative tasks — Using apparatus competeanity safely to record results to an appropriate
degree of precision.

c) Evaluative tasks — processing and interpretegylts, identifying anomalies and reaching valid
conclusions, suggesting scientific explanationsessing reliability, highlighting limitations and
suggesting improvements.

Continuation requirements - normally students will be expected to have gaingdade D or better at
AS.

A2: Three more units are added to complete the A tpvaification:

Two of these units are assessed externally by exadions consisting of both structured questions and
more open ended questions. The third unit at A2iPractical Skills and this is internally asséss

Topics studied at A2 will include the following:

Unit 214 — Communication, Homeostasis and Energy 15% AfLevel
(1 hour written exam)
e Control systems — homeostasis, negative and pedeedback, detection of both internal and
external stimuli, co-ordination both chemical atet#ical in nature.
» Excretion — structures and roles of liver and kidne
* Energy for Biological processes — ATP, respiratjgmytosynthesis.

Unit 215 — Control, Genomes and Environment %%f A Level
(1 hour 45 minutes written exam)

» Cellular control and variation - including proteynthesis, meiosis and inheritance.

» Biotechnology and Gene Technologies — plant anchancloning, using micro-organisms to
make food, enzymes, drugs, genetic engineering tierapy.

» Ecosystems — energy flow and transfer through wdiffe trophic levels, role of micro-
organisms in recycling, succession, factors affgctdynamic equilibrium in populations,
human effect on ecological balance, sustainalblisesources.

» Responding to the environment — plant and aninsggdareses and animal behaviour.
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Unit 216 — Practical Skills 10% of A Level
This assesses the same skills as Unit 213 at AS.

Field Trip
Parents should be aware that there is a residdnighd trip which is an integral part of the Biolog
course and that this trip costs in the region &FE¥E150.

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

* Follow a degree course in Biology, Biochemistryology, Marine Biology, Plant Science,
Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Agriculture and FdrgsPsychology, Pharmacy etc.

« Biology as a science discipline is a useful additio the list of subjects read predominately by
Arts or Humanities based students. It demonstit&gesbility to think logically and to present
or evaluate data.

« Employment in a wide range of areas related to anegli food, agriculture, land management,
law and biotechnology.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS
OCR provides specimen examination papers whicheeemmend you investigate.
Go tohttp://www.ocr.org.uk
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CHEMISTRY
Edexcel
Mrs A Burt

An AS level course over one year or an A level otveo years.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG CHEMISTRY IN

THE SIXTH FORM?

The AS course builds on the knowledge and undedstgrof both GCSE Double Science and GCSE
Chemistry. This is a challenging subject so sttglsalecting the AS course must have gained dt leas
grade A Core and Additional Science or a grade ACHemistry GCSE. Numeracy skills are
particularly important and it is also desirablehtive at least a grade B in GCSE Mathematics. BQurin
the course students will need to be able to comecatmieffectively, be able to carry out researchrkwo
independently and critically think about problemg5o0od practical skills are also important as
Chemistry is a very practical subject. You sholddprepared to read widely and support scientific
events held at school.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Students will have the opportunity to study key aapts in greater detail. Many of the ideas first
covered at GCSE will be revisited but with a greamphasis on explaining rather than simply
describing the behaviour of molecules. Structune leonding, acids, energy and rates of reactiods an
reversible reactions are the sorts of conceptsiestueh much greater depth. While studying GCE
Chemistry you will develop practical skills thatcinde making observations, collecting data,
analysing experimental results and formulating amions. You will also gain an appreciation of how
scientific models are developed and evolve, thdiegipns and implications of science, the benefits
and risks that science brings, and the ways inhvbaciety uses science to make decisions.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

* students who have an interest in the study of tlaenal world and the production of new
substances of benefit to man

» students who enjoy applying their mind to solvimglgems

» students who intend to study medicine, dentisteyermary medicine at university

e students who want to use Chemistry to support ofo@fifications such as Biology, Geography
and Physics. If you are taking Biology A level yowst give careful thought to your reasons for
NOT taking Chemistry to at least AS level

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GET MY QUA  LIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary)
At AS Level candidates are given a solid groundmfpundation Chemistry.

Unit 1: The Core Principles of Chemistry (1 hour 30minutes) 40% of AS or 20% of A Level
* Formulae, equations and amounts of substance

* Energetics

e Atomic structure and the periodic table

* Bonding

* Introductory organic chemistry — alkanes and alkene
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Unit 2: Application of Core Principles of Chemistry (1 hour 30 minutes)
40% of AS or 20% of A Level
« Shapes of molecules and ions
* Intermediate bonding and bond polarity
* Intermolecular forces

» REDOX
* The periodic table — groups 2 and 7
* Kinetics

* Chemical equilibria

* Organic chemistry — alcohols and halogenoalkanes
* Mechanisms

 Mass Spectra and IR

* Green chemistry

Unit 3: Chemical Laboratory Skills | 20% of AS or %Dof A Level
This will cover the practical skills which are essal to a Chemistry course at this level and
fundamental to a greater understandingdofv Science Workslt is all assessed internalllgrough a
general practical competence assessment and 8s&stsad practical tasks. These are:

e (ualitative observation

e (uantitative measure

* preparation

A2: Three more units are added to complete the A lgwalification:

Unit 4: General Principles of Chemistry | - Rates Equilibria and Further Organic Chemistry

(1 hour 40 minutes) %8mf AS or 20% of A Level

* How fast? - rates

e How far? - entropy

e Equilibria

» Application of rates and equilibrium

* Acid/base equilibria

e Further organic chemistry — chirality, carbonyl gaunds, carboxylic acids and their derivatives
» Spectroscopy and chromatography

Unit 5: General Principles of Chemistry Il — Transition Metals and Organic Nitrogen Chemistry
(1 hour 40 minutes) %8mf AS or 20% of A Level
* Redox and the chemistry of the transition metals

* Organic chemistry — arenes, nitrogen compoundssgnihesis

Unit 6: Chemistry Laboratory Skills I 20% of AS or 10% A Level
Students will be_assessed internalty their general practical competence and 3 sesasd practical
tasks, as in Unit 3. There is an opportunity toptete the qualitative measurement and preparation
together in one multi-stage practical assessment.
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WHAT COULD | GO ONTO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

 Follow a degree course in Chemistry, Chemical Esxgimg, Medicine, Dentistry, Food
Technology, Biochemistry, Veterinary Medicine, Enovimental Chemistry, Toxicology, Polymer
Science or Pharmacology.

* Many university courses have a significant proporof Chemistry content, and GCE Chemistry is
excellent preparation for such further study. Ulghér Education institutions currently offer over
200 courses in which Chemistry is the primary scibje

* Chemistry, as a scientific discipline, develops #bdity to think logically, to assimilate abstract
concepts and to solve problems. These are imposilts, valued by higher education, for
subjects such as Law, Psychology and Accountancy.

* Employment in a wide range of areas related to csteynincluding food, oil, agriculture, and the
environment.

To find out more about careers involving GCE Chéyigisit:
- Royal Society of Chemistry for careers, coursesiadustrial placements:
www.rsc.org/Education/SchoolStudents/index.asp

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

Edexcel provides specimen examination papers wk&hecommend you investigate.
Go to: http://www.edexcel.org.uk
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Computing
AQA
Mr S Snowden

An AS course over one year or an A level over twcewrs.

INTRODUCTION

This course, starting in September 08, has beealalg®d in consultation with professors from leading
university computing departments and key reseaeasgmnel from the computing industry, as a
course that will be welcomed by computing departsias an entry requirement on to their computing
degrees.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG COMPUTING IN
THE SIXTH FORM?

You do not have to have previous experience of eadimg, but there is a significant mathematical
component to this course so ideally you should kpeeting to get an A/A* grade in GCSE
mathematics. There is a significant amount of ast@pprogramming in this course so a systematic
approach, an eye for detail, and endless patiencedessary.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

* Introduction to principles of computation

» Stages of problem solving

* Top down design and step-wise refinement

* An understanding of Finite state machines

* Algorithm design

* Fundamentals of programming (languages used P@gddlsual Basic)
* Fundamentals of data representation

* The systems development lifecycle

* Fundamentals of computers systems

* Fundamental Hardware Elements of Computers
* Machine Level Architecture

» Hardware Devices

* The Structure of the Internet

* Web page design

» Consequences of Uses of Computing

» Systems Development Analysis

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THE COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

« Students with a strong interested in computingrateted disciplines

Students who enjoy solving problems

Students with a natural curiosity about the way emndechnology work, rather than those who

just use it

» Students who are considering careers in compugimgineering or mathematical disciplines

» Students with creative flare, the A2 projects carcbmputer games or simulations

e Students who enjoy solving problems for others arel confident communicators, specifically
required at A2 level
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WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU ALIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of two units:

Unit 1 — COMP1

* Problem Solving, Programming, Data RepresentatiohRractical Exercise 60% of AS,
30% of A Level

* 2 hour on-screen examination 100 marks

» Skeleton program and test data released on 1 April

» Candidates use this to answer short questionscawdte a program

* Available in June only

Unit 2 - COMP2

» Computer Components, The Stored Program Concepl laadinternet 40% of AS,
20% of A Level

e 1 hour written examination

* 60 marks

» Compulsory short answer questions

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A levalification:

Unit 3 — COMP3
* Problem Solving, Programming, Operating Systemsalfsses and Networking30% of A Level

e 2 hours 30 minutes written examination
e 100 marks
e Compulsory short and extended answer questions

Unit 4 —- COMP4
» The Computing Practical Project 20% of A Level

e Coursework, internally assessed, and moderated. A
e 75 marks
¢ Report documenting a programmed solution to apedillem

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

This course as been designed to meet entry regemtsnfor computing based degrees. There is
currently a significant shortage of computing g@t#s and, as computing/information systems is now
a fundamental part of most organisations, the dppiies are almost endless.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

AQA provides specimen examination papers which@eemmend you investigate.
Go to http://lwww.aqa.org.uk
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CRITICAL THINKING
OCR
Mrs L Court

An AS course over one year.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG CRITICAL
THINKING IN THE SIXTH FORM?

There is no specific content to this course; iedirely skills based. The normal expectation of
students wishing to take AS Critical Thinking isthhey will have obtained at least grade A in gver
GCSE subject. Itis notto be regarded as onkeofdur AS levels usually studied, but as an aolaiti
fifth AS.

Students are expected to attend three lessonsitafaCihinking per week. Students who fulfil the

eligibility criteria, and who have been memberghef Critical Thinking Club since Year 10, have the
possibility of taking the examination in the Jarnjaf the Lower Sixth. Students who are new to
Critical Thinking will take the examination in Junéthe Lower Sixth.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

» To critically evaluate and analyse argument

» To critically evaluate and analyse evidence

» To use Critical Thinking terminology accurately
* How to construct an argument

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?
Students who are considering applying either to ridge or Russell Group universities such as
Bristol, Durham, Nottingham, Imperial or UCL.

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU  ALIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary): The AS consists of two units:

Unit F501 Introduction to Critical Thinking (1 hour 30 min) 50% of AS
* The language of reasoning

e Credibility

Unit F502 Assessing and Developing Argument (1 hot0 mins) 50%AS

Analysis of argument
* Evaluating arguments
* Developing one’s own reasoned arguments

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

At Kingswood, Critical Thinking AS does not lead #ospecific A2 course. However, the skills
acquired are transferable to a wide variety of sesir which is why Admissions tutors at universities
regard this as a particularly useful AS qualifioati Current admissions tests for PPE, PPP, EP,
Economics and Management (Oxford); Computer Scigenbatural Sciences*, Engineering and
Economics*, PPS (Cambridge). BMAT (Biomedical Adsisis Test for Medicine/Veterinary
Science) and LNAT (National Admissions Test for DaWKCAT (UK Clinical Aptitude Test
Medicine and Dentistry) all incorporate Criticaliking questions.
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27 of the 29 Cambridge Colleges will use the Thgkskills Assessment, which has a high degree of
Critical Thinking questions, as part of their adsmss process in these subjects. Oxford has just
extended the use of the TSA test from just PPEId¢Bbphy, Politics an Economics) to PPP
(Psychology, Philosophy and Physiology) and EP é&xpental Psychology), UCL is also using the
test for admission to European Social and Politgtabdies. Imperial College, London, has alsol&dl
similar tests for admission to Engineering courses.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

OCR provides specimen examination papers whicheeemmend you investigate.
Go to http://lwww.ocr.org.uk
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN
AQA
Mr B Brown

An AS course over one year or an A level over tveang.

WHAT TO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG DESIGN

TECHNOLOGY IN THE SIXTH FORM?

* You will probably have gained GCSE Design Techggl@at B Grade or above. (This is a
guideline and the Department is occasionally preghéo consider applicants who have not had the
opportunity of studying GCSE Design Technologydaling discussion).

* You will be interested in the ‘made environment'dawill probably have been making and
dismantling things for most of your life.

* You will need to have an interest in design as iapplied to architecture, commercial products,
fashion and consumer artefacts. You will most {ikkhve an awareness of major environmental
issues.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

* You will have the opportunity to study, propose amose prototype solutions to designing and
making opportunities closely linked to the real ldayf product / system manufacture

* You will be involved in the identification of oppanities for design and technological activity.

* You will be directly involved in the design and kirag of artefacts and products.

« You will consider materials technology as appraf&ito the production of products.

* You will use components, as appropriate, withirstepns - electrical, electronic, pneumatic
mechanical and interfaces.

* You will study a range of manufacturing methods] ¢heir systems of control.

* You will have an opportunity of looking at and alissing social, moral, cultural and ethical
dimensions that relate to technological decisions.

* You will work within constraints that economic aedgonomic factors place on designing and
making products and systems.

FOR WHICH KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE?

» Design offers an opportunity for any student tadgtthe made environment and as such it could
appeal to anyone who has an interest in the matuéat world. You may well be considering
careers as varied as engineering to interior defiigm landscape architecture to product design.

» Other subjects which would go well with Design &cheology to Advanced level are Physics,
Mathematics or Art, although any subject can b&edthwith Design Technology for the widest
career possibilities — Economics and Business, @@by and Music for example.

* Design and Technology has been part of a wide g@artbf study for many of our students and
will sit with any combination of subjects to AS.

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL  HAVE TO TAKE TO GET MY QUA  LIFICATIONS?

AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of two units:

Unit 1: PROD1 Materials, Components and Application 50% of AS or Z& of A level
This is a 2 hour exam paper based primarily on Na&tand Components and consisting of three
sections:

Section 1 contains compulsory limited response toues

Section 2 offers a choice of one question from two.
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Section 3 contains one compulsory question.

Unit 2: PROD2 Learning Through Designing and Making 50%of AS 0r25% of A level

For this unit you will examine an existing prodpctblem and design a solution to the problem and
then make a prototype. You will be required to présyour conclusion in the form of a folder and a
final product. This will be marked by your teaclaexd moderated by AQA. This aspect involves you
in using the workshop facilities and you will netnl use the Department’s facilities safely and
confidently.

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A levalifjcation:

Unit 3: PRODS3 Design and Manufacture 25% of A level
This is a 2 hour written paper based primarily oesign and Manufacture and consisting of two
sections. Candidates answer three questions: oestign from three in each section, and a final
question from either section. This includes syimop$sessment.

Unit 4: PROD4 Design and Making Practice 25% of A level
Candidates are required to produce a courseworopor (approximately 60 hours) and product
which fully demonstrates their designing, makingl avaluation skills using creativity, flair and
innovation and can be assessed against the Ass#ssDnieria. The coursework consists of
designing, making and evaluation of a product, aketang presentation, and a review and reflection.
This unit is intended to draw upon and developskdarnt in other units.

Written (or electronic) design folder

Manufactured outcome.

WHAT COULD I GO ON TO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

With a qualification in Design & Technology you ddwo on to higher education, further education or
work in the engineering, manufacturing or desigdustries. Many of our students go on to design
based courses at university. From there, the ch@oce immensely wide — interior design; landscape
architecture; product design; engineering in alfarms; fashion and graphic design as well asdve
avenues of virtual product design based on compiterd design (CAD); materials science or even
Formula 1 racing design — all can be accessed tinisysubject.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS
AQA provides specimen examination papers which@eemmend you investigate.
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DRAMA and THEATRE STUDIES
AQA
Mr D Harding

An AS course over one year or an A level over tweang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG DRAMA AND
THEATRE ARTS IN THE SIXTH FORM?

Candidates for Drama and Theatre Studies will gainowledge and understanding of theatre practice
through their own engagement with the medium ak patticipant and informed audience member.
Candidates will develop performance and/or productskills appropriate to the creation and
realisation of drama and theatre. They should e tabwork well with others, have a genuine interes
in theatre, sound academic qualifications and hevegh degree of self-motivation. They will be
expected to attend several theatre visits organisedhe department. It is important that those
considering this subject as an option have not etlgied Drama at GCSE and have obtained B grade
or better but have also obtained similar graddsniglish and English Literature. A pupil who does$ no
manage to achieve this is unlikely to succeedtimeeiAS or A Level Drama and Theatre Studies.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Students will be able to:

» develop an understanding and enjoyment of theaitledaama through a wide range of practical
and theory based studies;

« perform using a different range of styles, techegjand genres from around the world and from
many different periods;

* become familiar with developments within the waofdtheatre that have brought us to the theatre
that is performed in the 21st century;

* develop an ability to work with others and develiyeir ideas into performance as well as
initiating their own;

» critically appreciate a wide range of drama anahdigc styles.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

e students who have a genuine interest in the theatteare likely to attend the theatre on a regular
basis

» students who enjoying working within groups andhwte be involved in producing work for
performance in front of an audience

e students who would like to develop skills of comncation

* students who are interested in pursuing a careddr ittvolves performance or addressing an

audience
WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GET MY QUA  LIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of two units:

Unit 1: Written Paper - 'Live Theatre Production Seen and Prescribed Play’ 1 %2 hours
(Divided into two 45 minute papers)

60% of total AS marks, 30% of total A Level Marks 100 marks

Section A — response to live theatre seen duriagtiurse.
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Section B — study of one set play from the follogvin
SophoclesAntigone

Shakespeard he Taming of the Shrew

Ibsen,A Doll's House

O’Casey,The Shadow of a Gunman

Littlewood and Theatre WorkshoPph What a Lovely War
De Angelis,Playhouse Creatures

Unit 2: Coursework — ‘Presentation of an Extract from a Play’
40% of total AS marks, 20% of total A Level marks 100 marks

The students will be involved in a group performamaf an extract from a published play. The
assessment includes preparatory and developmeft Widris is marked by the centre and moderated
by AQA.

Candidates choose from one of the following:

» Directing

* Acting

e Costume Design

* Mask Design

» Set Design

* Technical elements — lighting and /or sound

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A levalifjcation:
Unit 3: Written — 'Further Prescribed Plays including Pre-Twentieth Century’  30% of A Level
100 marks

Section A — Choice of pre-Z@entury play from:
Middleton/TourneurThe Revenger’'s Tragedy
Moliere, Tartuffe

Farquar,The Recruiting Officer

Goldoni, The Servant of Two Masters

Wilde, Lady Windermere’s Fan

Chekov,The Seagull

And one 28 century/contemporary play from the following:
Lorca,Blood Wedding

Brecht,The Good Person of Szechwan

Miller, A View From the Bridge

Berkoff, The Trial

WertenbakerQur Country’s Good

EdmundsonCoram Boy

Section B — a synoptic paper in which the studentst make suggestions for a complete stage
realisation of an extract from a specified playstd from the 2Dcentury/contemporary play list.
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Unit 4: Coursework - 'Presentation of Devised Drama 20% AfLevel

100 marks
Students work in groups of no less than three aadte a piece of devised drama. The assessment
includes preparatory and development work as vgetha final performance. This is marked by the
Centre and moderated by AQA.
Candidates choose from one of the following:
» Directing
* Acting
e Costume Design
* Mask Design
* Set Design
* Technical elements — lighting and /or sound

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

Drama and Theatre Studies is an essential A Lerealy student who is serious about pursuing a
career within the performing arts. However, it slanger just an attractive option for those pe@sde
so many of the skills learnt whilst studying theuse are transferable. It is one of the few subject
where students are assessed on their ability ti wathin a group, such an important skill in the
majority of jobs in the ZLcentury.

Students who have successfully completed this eduase been accepted onto courses at some of the
most prestigious Drama Schools or have gone ontudysdegree courses at many of the top
universities, including Oxford and Cambridge.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

AQA provides specimen examination papers which@eemmend you investigate.
Go to http://lwww.aqa.org.uk
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ECONOMICS & BUSINESS
Edexcel
Mr J Hills

An AS course over one year or an A Level over tweang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG ECONOMICS AND
BUSINESS IN THE SIXTH FORM?

GCSE A grade in either English and Mathematics h(vét B grade in the other) is the required
minimum standard. Students offering alternativalifjaations will be required to sit a departmental
entrance examination. No prior knowledge of thiejestt is required. This subject can be combined
with any others in which you have an interest, bome universities may expect an A level in
Mathematics for those wishing to become Economimergraduates. You must discuss such details
with our Higher Education Adviser.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Unit 1 Developing New Business ldeasovers the characteristics you need to develdpeto
successful in business and how new or existingnesses generate their product ideas and test them
through market research. You will also considerdbmpetition in the market, the economic climate,
how the business might be financed and how muatniey the idea might generate.

Unit 2b Business Economicsonsiders the market in which the business maypleeating, how
the level of competition in the market and macroecoic change is likely to affect it and how
businesses can seek to minimize uncertainty thrdugyh actions.

Unit 3 International Businessintroduces you to the world of international besis and issues
that a company trading internationally would haweconsider, such as which countries to sell their
product in, and why some companies sell their pctslworldwide.

Unit 4b The Wider Economic Environment and Businesgonsiders why certain markets falil;
how government decision making affects the econdhg/;markets in which companies operate; and
the income and welfare of private individuals. Tt should enable you to assess why government
economic policy can succeed or fail and why reguadf some markets is necessary.

Through the course you will develop a clear andcsmnstyle of writing, the type used in economics
and business, enabling you to communicate effdgtinea business setting. You will also learn how
to analyse and interpret economic indicators, tokwaut how they may affect a business and what
action should be taken to benefit from these, enimmize the damage.

Economics and Business offers a good platform émetbpment of transferable skills, namely:

* Communication * Improving own learning and performance
* Application of number * Working with others
* Information Technology * Problem solving
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WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?
Students are expected to be self-motivated, to slmownterest in contemporary economic, business,
political and sociological issues and to be preppénaead widely around the topics studied in class

A fluent writing style, the ability to express oeéfisconcisely and clearly, and to argue cohereaiby
the qualities which must be demonstrated and dpeelo

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU  ALIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary): The AS consists of two units:

Unit 1: Developing New Business ldeas 1 hour 15 ns 70 marks
50% of AS or 23% of A2

e Section A: supported multiple choice - 32 marks
» Section B: questions based on data (text, tabtaphg) - 38 marks

Unit 2b: Business Economics 1 hour 15 mins 70anks
50% of AS or 23% of A2

e Section A: supported multiple choice - 24 marks
» Section B: questions based on data (text, tabtaphg) - 46 marks

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A levalification:

Unit 3: International Business 1 hour 30 mins @ marks
27% of A2

e Section A: questions based on data - 35 marks
» Section B: case study and questions - 45 marks

Unit 4b: The Wider Economic
and Business Environment 1 hour 30 mins 80 mask
27% of A2

e Section A: questions based on data - 35 marks
* Section B: decision making report and questios® marks

WHAT COULD I GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

This qualification could enable students to progrsa straight economics degree with a focus on
theory, or a degree in applied economics such asommental economics, labour economics or

public sector economics or monetary economicserAétively, students may like to study a business
economics or mathematical economics degree or stadyiomics with other subjects, e.g. politics,

philosophy or history, as a combined degree.

Post-university employment rates for economistsaaneng the highest for graduates. They are likely
to find employment in finance, banking, insuramaesountancy, management and consultancy; some
even become professional economists.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS
Edexcel provides specimen examination papers wke&hecommend you investigate.
Go tohttp://www.edexcel.org.uk
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
OCR
Mr. D Hughes

An AS course over one year or an A level over tvweang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR TO BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE T AKING ENGLISH
LITERATURE IN THE SIXTH FORM?

Having achieved at least a B in GCSE English angli&m Literature, you will have shown that you
are capable of success in AS English Literature.

You will complete the Department’s summer assigrnni@nentry into the English Literature course.

You should be prepared to attend Literary Sociegetings throughout the year and to participate in
events such as the Bath Literary Festival, theasits, conferences, and study days.

You should enjoy reading challenging literaturalbfgenres and periods.
WHAT WILL | LEARN?

* to communicate clearly the knowledge, understandamgl insight appropriate to literary study,
using appropriate terminology and accurate andreolvritten expression (A01)

* to show detailed understanding of the ways in whigfters’ choices of form, structure, and
language shape meanings (A02)

» to respond with knowledge and understanding taodlitetexts of different types and periods

» to explore and comment on relationships betweeraliy texts (A03)

» to articulate independent opinions and judgememntstmed by different interpretations of literary
texts by other readers (A03)

e to show an understanding of the contexts in whiehndry texts are written and understood (A04)

» to evaluate the significance of cultural, histoki@nd other contextual influences on literary $ext
and study (A04)

WHAT KIND OF STUDENTS IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

» students who love reading a wide range of litetarys and have read beyond the requirements of
GCSE English and English Literature

* students who are interested in learning new appemsto texts

* students who like writing and want to develop theitting skills

* students who enjoy thinking, analysing, creatingl eesearching

* students who want to deepen their understandinigeofvorld and of themselves

* students who enjoy discussing literature, filmatine, current issues, religion, history, etc.
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WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU ALIFICATION?

The Advanced GCE English Literature syllabus is enad of two compulsory units at AS and two
further compulsory units at A2.

AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of two units:

Unit F661: Poetry and Prose 1800 — 1946losed text) (2 hours)

You will be required to answewo questions, one on the poetry and one on the pexse that you
have studied. This is an externally assessed writgoer and represents 60% of the marks for AS
(30% of A Level).

Unit F662: Literature Post-1900

You will be required to submit a coursework fold¢a maximum of 3000 words. There are two tasks:
Task 1 Close reading or re-creative writing based oasspge from a chosen text, with commentary.

Task 2 An essay on contrasts and comparisons acroskrkenl texts.

This is an internally assessed unit and repregits of the marks for AS (20% of A Level)

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A levalification:

Unit F663: Dramaand Poetry pre-1800Glosed text) (2 hours)

Section A You will study one Shakespeare play, and in tkenenation you will be expected to
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the textstructure and form, informed by the

interpretations of other readers and audiences.

Section B You will be required to write an essay which isamparative study of one drama and one
poetry text.

This is an externally assessed written paper goeesents 30% of the final marks for A Level.

Unit F664: Texts in Time

You will be required to submit an extended essagximum 3000 words) in which you make a
comparative analysis of the three texts that yorelstudied in this unit, demonstrating your abitiby
explore connections between different literary sextformed by the interpretations of other readers

This studymust include one prose text and one poetry text.

This is an internally assessed extended studyeprésents 20% of the final marks for A Level.
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WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

You could go on to study English or a number oatedl subjects at university. The skills you learn
studying AS/A2 level English Literature are highMglued by universities, no matter what course you
might apply for, and by employers.

Whether or not you choose to continue your stuoidsnglish Literature, you will have deepened your
understanding and knowledge of literary texts. Yol go on to read the world’s best literature with
ever-increasing enjoyment and appreciation. Furtbee, the writing skills you develop in the course
will be of benefit throughout your life.

ADDITIONAL EXPENSES

* Because you will be making notes in them, and bex#uey change periodically, you will buy
your own texts. The Head of Department orders themm wholesale suppliers and charges
you the discount price.

* You should also consider taking out a subscriptmone or both of the following magazines:
The English & Media MagazinendThe English Review

* You may be required to attend one or two theatneaformances and one or two revision
conferences.

« There may be charges for guest speakers.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

OCR provides specimen examination papers whicheesemmend you investigate.
Go to http://lwww.ocr.org.uk
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EAL

The International English Language Testing Systen [ TS)

University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations; IELTS Asralia; British Council
Mr S Forrester

An IELTS course over one year

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG IELTS IN THE
SIXTH FORM?
* You will need to have passed the Kingswood Schédl Entrance Examination.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?
Students will:
* learn to use reading sub-skills, such as skimmimgd) scanning to be able to improve their
reading speed and ability to locate specific infation;
» learn to use higher level reading skills, suchndsriing meaning from context and text attack
skills to accurately guess the meanings of new voleay;
» expand their general and topic specific vocabulary;
* improve their skills in writing academic essays;
» learn to describe processes and transfer informétoon graphs and pictures into text;
* improve their spoken fluency and aural comprehemsio

FOR WHOM IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE?

* You need to take the IELTS course if you are aettudvho has English as a second or
additional language and is working at, or beloweleB2 of the Common European
Framework for Reference of Languages. This cowsraéso suitable for students with a higher
level of English language proficiency, who wishatmuire the skills necessary to obtain a high
level band score in the IELTS examination. IELESHhe English language qualification most
recognised by British universities; therefore siessentiathat students wishing to undertake a
higher education qualification at a British instiden complete this course.

WHAT TOPICS ARE COVERED IN THE COURSE?

« The IELTS examination will test a student’s abilibycomprehend, write on and speak about a
wide range of general topics. These topics inclagire activities, education, technology, the
workplace, climate and the environment, global@atand tourism.

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL I HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU  ALIFICATION?

IELTS uses a unique nine-point scoring system t@suee and report test scores in a consistent
manner. Candidates receive scores for each langlalg€listening, reading, writing and speaking)
and an overall band score on a band scale frontconiae.

Academic Reading

The IELTS Academic Reading has 3 passages aned3 ifquestions). The number of items for any
one passage may vary. Each item is worth one mhk. IELTS Academic Reading takes 60 minutes
to complete. Candidates transfer their answers trecanswer sheet as they work through the test.
The passages used in the test are based on aothexis, and are taken from sources such as
magazines, journals, books and newspapers. Thayeargned to present the candidate with materials
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similar to those which they might need to read oanaversity course. In the Academic Reading
section of the paper, students will encounter a bramof different task types, including: multiple
choice, short-answer questions, sentence comp|etmtes, summary or table/flow-chart completion,
labeling a diagram, choosing headings for paragraphsections of a text, locating information,
identification of writer’s views/claims or of inforation in a text, classification and matching.

Academic Writing

IELTS Academic Writing lasts a total of 60 minutésconsists of 2 tasks (Writing Task 1 and Writing
Task 2) and candidates must answer BOTH taskseBtsidre advised to spend 20 minutes on Task 1
and 40 minutes on Task 2. They must complete lastkstin one hour. For Writing Task 1 candidates
are given some visual information which may be @né=sd in the form of one or more related
diagrams, charts, graphs or tables. Candidatesskesl to describe the information or data. Theytmus
write at least 150 words on this task. For Writingsk 2, candidates are presented with an opinion,
problem or issue which they must discuss. They b@wsked to present the solution to a problem,
present and justify an opinion, compare and contraslence or opinions, or evaluate and challenge
an argument or idea. Candidates must write at BEGtwords and are advised to spend 40 minutes on
this task. Tasks 1 & 2 will be marked on the foliog criteria: task achievement, coherence and
cohesion, lexical resource and grammar range acutacy.

Listening

IELTS Listening has four sections, each with 1@nge(or questions). Each item is worth one mark.
The items are designed so that the answers appeadér in the listening passage. During the test,
time is given for candidates to read the questamtswrite down and check their answers. Answers are
written on the question paper as candidates liddémen the tape ends, ten minutes are allowed for
candidates to transfer their answers onto an AnSheret. The first two sections of the Listening
paper task the students with answering questioostadmcial dialogue. The third and fourth sections
use dialogue more closely related to educationaloming contexts.

In IELTS Listening, students will encounter a numbef different task types, including:
forms/notes/table/flow-chart/summary completion, laple sentence completion, labeling a
diagram/plan/map, short-answer questions and nmagchitach section of the listening paper is played
ONCE only. The recordings include a range of agentcluding British, Australian, New Zealand
and American.

Speaking

IELTS Speaking is a one-to-one interaction betwibencandidate and an examiner. The speaking test
Is divided into three sections:

1. Introduction and interview.

After introductions and identity check, the examiasks the candidate questions about familiar sopic
This section lasts for 4 — 5 minutes.

2. Extended speaking.

The candidate receives a task card with a topideShen has 1 minute to prepare and make notes
before speaking about the topic for 1 to 2 minutes.
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3. Discussion.

The examiner discusses with the candidate moreaabsispects of the topic in Part 2. This section
lasts for 2-3 minutes.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS
The IELTS website is the best source of informafi@mnstudents looking for specimen material and
can be located altttp://www.ielts.org/
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GEOGRAPHY
WJIEC
Mrs D Jenner

An AS course over one year or an A Level over tveang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG GEOGRAPHY IN
THE SIXTH FORM?

A minimum B grade at GCSE is recommended for Ggagran the sixth form although if you have
commitment and interest it may be possible to st@d®pgraphy with a C grade. Occasionally,
students have studied Geography at A level who haveompleted a GCSE in the subject.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

» Students who have an interest in natural and hiengimonments and their interactions

e Students who wish to understand and discuss gduigedfissues facing the world today

» Students who enjoy using a wide range of skills @sources in their learning

» Students who relish the opportunity for independeatning and research on geographical topics
that interest them

WHAT WILL | LEARN AND WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE EXAMINATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of two units:
* Investigating Changes in Physical Geograph{climate change, tectonics and hydrology)
50% of AS or 25% of A Level
* Investigating Changes in Human Geographypopulation and settlement)
50% of AS or 25% of A Level
There are three questions on each module. All gurestare three part, structured, data response
guestions.

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A leualifjcation:

» Contemporary Themes and Research in Geography 30% of A Level

» Sustainability (applied to food, water, energy and cities) 20% of A Level
At A2, both modules contain some synoptic assessiian tests candidates’ understanding of the
connections between the different elements of tigest and their ability to ‘think like a geographe
Most questions require essay responses but théralsa be some decision-making exercises.

WHAT ABOUT FIELDWORK?

In the WJEC course there is a strong emphasis ogrgghical investigations. These involve planning
and executing a number of practical investigatiobhough primary data collection. It is an
expectation that some parts of the specificatidh b taught through fieldwork. This is assessed a
part of the examination rather than as a pieceoafsework. It is therefore necessary to complete a
number of fieldwork days, both locally and furthedireld. There will be residential fieldtrips withi
the UK (costing between £100 - £200) in both tivedoand upper sixth.

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

Geography can be combined with any subject in timgaulum. It is a versatile qualification, botk a
an A level and a degree subject. A Geography @eigreegarded very highly in the business world,
and Geography graduates are very employable. TEhibecause Geographers develop many
transferable skills including communication, thrbugpccinct report-writing; analytical skills, dewsi
with complex and controversial issues; applicattbmumber; problem solving; ICT; working with
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others and independent learning. It can alsoteaelated careers: e.g. in environmental managemen
urban and rural planning, water management.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE SPECIFICATION
Go tohttp://wjec.co.uk
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
Edexcel
Mr P MacDonald

An AS course over one year or an A level over tveang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG GOVERNMENT
AND POLITICS IN THE SIXTH FORM?

It is expected that students embarking on a sodimfcourse in Government and Politics will have a B
grade or better at GCSE in English and/or History.

Government and Politics is a subject that requstesients to analyse political systems and debate
contemporary political issues. Students should ¢eafident in their ability to communicate their
ideas on paper and have a desire to discuss anthegasthinking with others. An interest in cumnte
affairs is essential.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Students will be able to:

« develop knowledge and understanding of the Braistt American political systems;

« formulate their own views on contemporary politidavelopments;

e express their ideas in debate and discussion;

» develop their ability to construct an argumentssay form;

« compare and contrast different political systemawihg general conclusions about the democratic
political process;

* develop an understanding of the world today andsthiges that shape the news.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

e Students who enjoy debate and discussion

e Students who want to become informed about theesssanfronting the world today

» Students who enjoy following contemporary developtaén the news

» Students who want to develop their ability to oigannformation and construct persuasive and
informed arguments both orally and on paper

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU  ALIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary) The AS consists of two units:

Unit 1: People and Politics (1 hour 20 minutes) 50% of AS or 25% of A Level
A study of political participation in the United kgdom, examining elections, political parties and
pressure groups. Candidates answer two threegpastions

Unit 2: Governing the UK (1 hour 20 minutes) 50% of AS or 25% of A Level

A study of Parliament, the Prime Minister and Cahinthe Judiciary, Civil Liberties and the
Constitution. Candidates answer one three-pamudtis-based question, followed by an extended
question.

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A lguallification:

Unit 3: Representation in the USA (1 hour 30 minuts) 25% of A Level
A study of elections, parties, pressure groups @ethl and ethnic politics in the United States.
Candidates answer three short-answer questiomsvied by an essay question.
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Unit 4: Governing the USA (1 hour 30 minutes) 25% of A Level
A study of the US Constitution, the Presidency, @ess and the Supreme Court. Candidates answer
three short-answer questions followed by an essagtopn.

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

An A level in Government and Politics is a wellpested qualification that provides a good basis for
entry to a wide range of higher education coursed eareers. Students with an A level in

Government and Politics can be found in a rangerofessions; it is of particular relevance to those
seeking a career in the law, journalism and busines

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

Edexcel provides specimen examination papers whkehecommend you investigate.
Go to http://lwww.edexcel.org.uk
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HISTORY
OCR
Mr P MacDonald

An AS course over one year or an A level over tveang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG HISTORY IN THE
SIXTH FORM?

It is expected that students taking History in $eth Form will have a B grade or better in History
and/or English at GCSE.

History is a subject which requires students tdyegaproblems and construct arguments. You should
feel confident in your ability to communicate yadeas effectively on paper and have a willingness t
read about the past in order to develop your utaiedsng.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Students will be able to:

* acquire knowledge and understanding of contragt@rgpds of History;

» develop an understanding of the complexities dbhisal causation and significance;

» strengthen their ability to use critically a rarajesources to evaluate historical problems;
» assess different interpretations of the past andldp their own views;

e express their ideas through discussion and writing;

* develop an interest in and enthusiasm for History.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

e Students who enjoy reading and writing about thst pa

e Students who are keen to learn about new periotsstufry

» Students who want to develop their own ideas atimupast and to test their thinking in discussion
e Students who want to learn how to produce succkess$ays

» Students who want the opportunity to investigatéiatorical problem of their own choosing

» Students who want to learn how to evaluate infoionaand reach informed conclusions

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU  ALIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of two units:
Unit 1: Document Study (1 hour 30 minutes) 50% of AS or 25% of A Level

A study of medieval or early modern English Histtinyough historical sources. Candidates answer
one two-part question based on a selection ofdoueces.

Unit 2: Period Study (1 hour 30 minutes) 50% of AS or 25% of A Level

A study of medieval, early modern or modern Europea World History. Candidates answer two
essay guestions from a choice of three.

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A leualifjcation:

Unit 3: Themes in History (2 hours) 30% of A Level

A study of continuity and change across a periodvefr 100 years. Candidates write two essays from
a choice of three.
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Unit 4: Historical Interpretations and Investigations Coursework 20% of A Level
Candidates produce two extended essays (max. 20 wach). One should focus on historical
interpretations, based on a taught course, anadthiee should investigate an historical problem.

WHAT COULD I GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

History is a popular and well-respected qualifieativhich provides a good basis for entry to a wide
range of university courses and careers. Studdtiisan A level in History can be found in all walk
of life and, in particular, it provides a first eatoundation for those seeking a career in lawnalism
and business.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

OCR provides specimen examination papers whicheeemmend you investigate.
Go to http://lwww.ocr.org.uk
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INFORMATION COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
OCR
Mrs C Sergeant

An AS course over one year or an A level over tveang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG INFORMATION
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY IN THE SIXTH FORM?

You need to have passed GCSE (or an equivalentieaton) at B grade or better in Mathematics
and English

A Level 2 ICT qualification (e.g. GCSE ICT, ¥ GCSkgy Skills Level 2, European Computer
Driving Licence) is desirable but not essentialtfos course

You should be prepared to spend time developingtioed skills in a range of software

applications, including databases, graphics, sptesets, web design and word processing.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

to develop an understanding of the use of ICT otessing data in a variety of organisations and
situations

to develop an understanding of the effects of tke of ICT on the data processing and
communications systems within and between orgaaisatnd individuals

to develop an understanding of the range of hareh@ad software tools that may be used to create
an effective ICT system

to develop an understanding of the principles ahan-computer communication and computer-
computer communications which result in advancestiesys

to acquire the skills necessary to tailor apploradi software to meet the needs of given situations
and users

to develop skills of analysis and design when fasétl new problems that may yield to an ICT
solution

to be systematic in the production of solutionshwésting, evaluation and documentation that is
appropriate both to the users of the system amsktiho have to maintain it

to develop your capacity to apply knowledge lesordifferent contexts

to develop project and time management skills amdnounication skills when producing solutions
for a third party

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THE COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

students who have an interest in advances in téatpo

students who have an interest in the different waywhich technology is used to communicate
information

students who have an interest in solving problesnsguinformation technology

students who wish to broaden their sixth form stbgiythe inclusion of a technology subject for
interest and give a greater range of options fghéi education

students who want to use ICT to support other §oations. A qualification in ICT combines
well with many subjects, including those that bérfedm an ability to obtain, manipulate, present
and communicate information. It also goes welhvgitibjects that contain analytical, scientific and
technological aspects
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WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU ALIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of two units:

Unit GO61: (2 hours) 60% of AS or 30% of A Level
Information, Systems and Applications provides ddatgs with an understanding of the core aspects
of ICT systems. It also provides candidates wipartunities to acquire and apply skills, knowledge
and understanding of the way standard softwaracgtigns software is used in different contexts.

Unit G062: Coursework 40% of AS or 20% of A Level
Structured practical ICT tasks provide candidatés wpportunities to apply skills, knowledge and
understanding from Unit GO61 in a practical wayheTstructured practical ICT tasks examine the
skills of design, testing, implementation and doeuntation; thus they prepare candidates for the
requirements of the ICT Project, in the A2 halftbé GCE, which requires the integration of these
elements in response to an identified need. Taskmire the use of an Information and
Communication Technology system in their soluti@sdxl on the use of an appropriate applications
package(s).

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A levalifjcation:

Unit GO63: (2 hours) 30% of A Level
ICT Systems, Applications and Implications extekdswledge and understanding of concepts related
to ICT systems. Some concepts previously encoedhtier Unit GO61 are developed in greater depth,
while new concepts are introduced and implicatiasfs IT in business. The unit covers
communications between computers and interactionvdsm humans and computers, and the
converging technologies of IT and data communicatio It also covers use of information in
organisations, management of change, advancedagatalystems and project management.

Unit GO64: Coursework 20%0f A Level

ICT Project requires candidates to identify a vagfined problem, involving a third party user, dad
generate a solution using ICT. As for Unit GO@dstis carried out using applications software or
other appropriate software chosen by the candid@tee unit requires candidates to develop an ICT
solution to a real-life problem. The problem isnfuulated through negotiation between the candidate
and the teacher and involves the skills of analyl@sign, testing, implementation and evaluation.

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

With a qualification in ICT you could go on to higgheducation or work in one of the many vocational
areas emerging to reflect the importance of infaiomatechnology in the modern world based on the
use of an appropriate applications package.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

OCR provides specimen examination papers whicheeemmend you investigate.
Go to http://lwww.ocr.org.uk
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LATIN
OCR
Mrs S Dakin

An AS course over one year or an A level over tveang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG LATIN IN THE
SIXTH FORM?

You will need to have attained a B grade or higlteGCSE Latin. Experience tells us that if you
achieve grade A or A* at GCSE, you should achietgla grade at A Level. The course involves the
study of set-texts and the learning of the gramcoatinues.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

What the course teaches is a thorough understamditige structure and syntax of the language, so
essential for a clear knowledge of English andRleenance languages. You will read some of the
world’s greatest literature, explore controversgales, develop your intellect and hone your academ
skills. It really is a once in a lifetime opporttyii

* The bulk of the work will involve the study of getts such as Catullus, Horace, Ovid, or Virgil.

« Skills in literary criticism are developed durinfgetyear; we study style and language in detail, as
well as translating.

* There is very little ‘new’ grammar at A level. Youll have learnt almost all of the grammar for
the GCSE examination. However, in Year 12 you w#lise the grammar of the language
thoroughly with the aim of removing all vagueness.

* Though the course is primarily literary, close matien is paid to cultural background, learning as
much as possible about Roman society, and builoimipe background work of the GCSE course.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?
» students who are linguistically gifted

» students with a developing love for literature

» students who are not scared of hard work

Latin combines well with almost all A level subject English, History, Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, Modern Languages and ReligiSugdies to name but a few!

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU  ALIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary): The AS consists of two units:

Unit 1: Latin Verse and Prose Literature

50% of AS or 25% of A Level

You will be asked to comment upon and analyse pitest verse and prose set texts. This year the
set authors will be Ovid and Cicero.

Unit 2: Latin Language

50% of AS or 25% of A Level

For this paper, you will be given a short passafjd aiin prose to translate. You will practise
translation skills reading widely from the works thle prescribed author (Cicero) and you will be
provided with a vocabulary list which containstai words you need to know for the paper.
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A2: Two more units are added to complete the A levalification:

Unit 3: Latin Verse 25% of A Level
You will have to answer comprehension questionsa @et verse author, usually Virgil. There will
also be a passage of unseen translation from thiesvad Ovid.

Unit 4: Latin Prose 25% of A Level
You will be asked to analyse and comment upon scpifeed prose text; this year it will be Tacitus.
addition, you will have to translate an unseen gietLatin prose. This year's unseen prose author
will be Caesar.

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

A vast number of things! Whether combined with €rer not, a degree in Classics or Classical
Civilisation is an obvious choice, but a free-siagdA level in Latin carries a great deal of academ
clout with Admissions tutors. It forms an excetléase for courses in English, Modern Languages,
Law, History, Philosophy: in fact, anything at alh the Arts and Humanities side. The skills of
discipline and clear thinking that an A level intibarequires are in demand by employers and
universities alike. But, without a doubt, the mesason for choosing an A level in Latin is to réael
wonderful literature.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

OCR provides specimen examination papers whicheeemmend you investigate.
Go to http://lwww.ocr.org.uk
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MATHEMATICS & FURTHER MATHEMATICS
Edexcel
Mr G Musto

An AS course over one year or an A level over tweang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG MATHEMATICS

IN THE SIXTH FORM ?

Entry to the AS course

Much of the subject matter required by AS candislasecontained within the Higher Tier EdExcel
GCSE syllabus.Soany student who has only studied mathematics at Fodation tier GCSE will

not be considered for the AS courseThe claim that Mathematics is a very taxing subgcdh level
has been highlighted by recent media coverageeelthdn recognition of this fact, examination b@ard
under QCA guidance have altered the subject cantéhus, in order to succeed at AS it is normally
expected that students will have achieved eittggade A or A* at GCSE.

Entry to the AS Further Mathematics course

This course is normally reserved for the best Matitecians in the school, and students wishing to
study Mathematics at this level should give duesagration to this fact, especially those students
new to Kingswood in the Sixth Forrmiherefore, students who do not achieve a good Adgrar an

A* at GCSE will not be considered for this course.

Subsequent entry to the A2 course

The subject matter within the core of the A2 coussgignificantly more difficult than material with

the first year of study. Thus, students wishingdatinue with Mathematics into the Upper Sixth must
show sufficient commitment to the course throughbeir AS course and have achieved at least a C
grade at AS.

Similarly, because of the nature of the courseyyemt to the Further Mathematics course at A2 must
be quite demanding if students are to succeede8tschgain need to show sufficient commitment to
the dual course during the AS year, and achievealynAsor B grades in their six Mathematics units in
the June of the Lower Sixth. Also it is importaotriote that, due to the “cashing in” requirements f
AS Further Mathematics, Kingswood students sitnsodules at the end of the lower sixth form, and
will be awarded two AS grades. This is normal pcce.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

During the course there will be opportunities fludents to experience the following:

» recall, select and use their knowledge of matheraktacts, concepts and techniques in a variety
of contexts;

» construct rigorous mathematical arguments and prtobugh use of precise statements, logical
deduction and inference and by the manipulatiormathematical expressions, including the
construction of extended arguments for handlings&rtial problems presented in unstructured
form;

» recall, select and use their knowledge of standaathematical models to represent situations in
the real world; recognize and understand givenesagrtations involving standard models; present
and interpret results from such models in termheforiginal situation, including discussion of the
assumptions made and refinement of such models;

« comprehend translations of realistic contexts m@thematics; use the results of calculations to
make predictions, or comment on the context; anteres appropriate, read critically and
comprehend longer mathematical arguments;

* use contemporary technology and other permittesuress (such as formulae booklets) accurately
and efficiently; understand when not to use suchrtelogy, and its limitations. Give answers to
appropriate accuracy.
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WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

The units will enrich students who enjoy the chadies of mathematics and enable them to:

» develop their confidence and gain enjoyment;

» extend their range of mathematical skills and tepies and use them in more difficult,
unstructured problems;

e develop an understanding of coherence and progregsimathematics and of how different areas
of mathematics can be connected,

e recognise how a situation may be represented matieaity and understand the relationship
between ‘real-world’ problems and standard androt@thematical models and how these can be
refined and improved;

* use mathematics as an effective means of commigrcat

e read and comprehend mathematical arguments andlearticoncerning applications of
mathematics;

» develop an awareness of the relevance of mathesrtatmther fields of study, to the world of work
and to society in general;

e take increasing responsibility for their own leagniand the evaluation of their own mathematical
development.

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU ALIFICATION?

There are 12 units taught at Kingswood, each dagégnas either AS or A2 units. The full Advanced
GCE specification consists of six units, the Adwah&ubsidiary specification of three units. These
can be chosen from the twelve units available dégenon other AS subject choices. Different
combinations of units lead to different titles. | Ahits consist of just one written paper and ayeadly
weighted. All examination papers last 1 hour 3@utes. All examination papers are out of 75 marks.

Further Mathematics requires the student to study afurther six modules, three of which must
include FP1 — FP3.

Units studied at Kingswood

C1-C4: coordinate geometry in the, (y) plane; sequences and series; differentiatioregnattion;
trigonometry; exponentials and logarithms; numemeathods; vectors.

FP1 — FP3: Inequalities; series; complex numbers; numericdutem of equations; first order
differential equations; second order differentigjuations; polar coordinates; coordinate systems;
hyperbolic functions; differentiation; integrationgomplex numbers; matrix algebra; vectors;
Maclaurin and Taylor series; numerical methodsppro

M1-M2: Mathematical models in mechanics; vectors in meicBadynamics of a particle moving in a
straight line or plane; statistics of a particlepments; kinematics of a particle moving in a stiaig
line or plane; centres of mass; work and energisamms; statistics of rigid bodies.

S1-S2: Mathematical models in probability and statisticepresentation and summary of data,
probability; correlation and regression; discreaadom variables; discrete distributions; the Normal
distribution; the Binomial and Poisson distribuspncontinuous random variables; continuous
distributions; samples; hypothesis tests.

D1: Algorithms; algorithms on graphs; the route inspectproblem; critical path analysis; linear
programming; matchings.

WHAT COULD I GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

Success in A level Maths is very highly regardedigher education as well as by employers, soat is
very valuable qualification. Many of the technigudesind within Mathematics make a very useful
contribution to other subjects, particularly scigoit although its interpretive potential has great
application in many social science and quantitateszarch courses. Intrinsically the order, disogl
and logical processes within the Mathematics coarsemmensely satisfying and rewarding to those
who can master them.
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Kingswood students regularly take up places at fdgker and Russell group Universities to read
Mathematics; twenty have taken up places in thefpas years, five either at Oxford or Cambridge.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS
Edexcel provides specimen examination papers wk&hecommend you investigate.
Go tohttp://www.edexcel.org.uk
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MODERN LANGUAGES: FRENCH; GERMAN; SPANISH
AQA
Mr R Duke (Head of Faculty)

An AS course over one year or an A level courserdwe years.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG MODERN

LANGUAGES IN THE SIXTH FORM?

* You need to have passed GCSE at grade A or A*artdlget language. It is possible to succeed
with a grade B at GCSE, but you will need to be emdetermined from the outset.

* You need to be interested in the culture and waifeobf the countries where the target language
is spoken; it is likely you will want to spend tirtteere on an educational visit or exchange

* You will need to take a positive interest in cutraffairs and in ethical issues in general.

» There is arexpectationthat pupils opting for a language at A level wiflrticipate in an exchange
at least once over the two years’ course. The angh offers the best possible way to put the
target language into practice and is an esserdidlgé studying languages at this level. It offers
not only excellent linguistic opportunities, busa@lthe chance to experience and enjoy the culture
of the host country.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Students will learn to:

* develop understanding of the spoken and writtem$oof the foreign language from a variety of
registers;

e« communicate confidently, clearly and imaginativatythe foreign language through both the
spoken and the written word, using complex andedaldnguage increasingly accurately;

* increase their sensitivity to language and langueagming;

» develop critical insights into, and contact witte ttontemporary society, cultural background and
heritage of countries or communities where thediafgreign language is spoken,;

« develop positive attitudes to language learning;

* provide a suitable foundation for further studytiod target language, at degree level or equivalent.

FOR WHOM IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE?

» students who are interested in facts and opin@amdg like talking about them
« students who are interested in intellectual antucail pursuits

» students who have a positive concern for ethicalds

» students who are interested in travel, holidayingiarking abroad

Competence in a foreign language is a useful anshgag skill in itself but it opens up many other
opportunities, academic, professional and soddamodern foreign language is the most versatile and
useful subject a student could possibly chooséensixth form. There is no combination of subjects
that is not enhanced by the addition of a moderaido language: a language combines well with
History, Politics, English, Theology, Geography amither humanities, but is equally useful as a
complement to Music, Mathematics, the Sciencescon&mics & Business Studies.

WHAT TOPICS ARE COVERED IN THE AS COURSE?

There are four main topics which are then subdiviaie follows:
1. Media: television advertising & communication teology.

2. Popular Culture: cinema, music & fashion/trends.

3. Healthy Living/lifestyle: sport/exercise, holidagshealthy living and well-being.
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4. Family/relationships: relationships within the faniriendship & marriage and partnerships.

WHAT TOPICS ARE COVERED IN THE A2 COURSE?

There are three broad topics with suggested substop

1. The Environment: pollution; energy; protecting filanet

2. The Multicultural Society: immigration; integratipracism.

3. Contemporary Social Issues: wealth & poverty; lawrgler; impact of scientific and technological
progress.

In addition to these topics, students must stuayfurther ‘Cultural Topics’ from the list below.

* A target language-speaking region/community

e A period of 24 Century history from a target language-speakinghtgy/community

* The work of an author from a target language-spegp&ountry/community

* The work of a dramatist or poet from a target laggispeaking country/community

e The work of a director, architect, musician or painfrom a target language-speaking
country/community

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL I HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU  ALIFICATION?

Unit 1: Listening, Reading and Writing (2 hours) 70% of AS or 35% of A Level
You will listen to approximately five minutes of teaial which is within your individual control. T
section comprises a task involving transfer of nmegnto English and two to four items requiring
short target-language or non verbal responses. ré&ading section comprises three to four items
requiring short target-language or non verbal rasps, together with a cloze test. The cloze test
comprises ten discrete sentences not based onfatie stimulus texts; in each case you will be
required to manipulate a given noun/verb/adjectivethe written section you respond to one questio
from a choice of three; there will be one questonthree of the four AS topic areas. You should
write a minimum of 200 words.

Unit 2: Speaking (35 minutes including 20 minutes preparabin time) 30% of AS or 15% of A
Level

You will respond to a stimulus card on one of therfAS topics. There will be five questions prihte
on each card, but you are expected to enter ifiooader discussion. The second half of the oral
requires you to discuss the other three topich@®#S course.

A2: The A2 contains two more units.
Unit 3: Listening, Reading and Writing (2 hours 30minutes) 35% of lLevel

You will listen to approximately six minutes of reatal which is within your individual control. T#i
section comprises a task involving transfer of nmegmto English and three to five items requiring
short target-language or non-verbal response. r&hding section comprises two to four items
requiring short target-language or non-verbal raspe together with a task requiring the transfer of
meaning from the target language into English amatheer exercise involving the transfer of meaning
from English into the target language. In the [fisection you will write an essay (minimum of 250
words) based on one of the Cultural topics. Thellebe a choice of two titles per topic.

Unit 4: Speaking (35 minutes including 20 minutes @paration time) 15% of A Level

You will be given a stimulus card based on onehoée¢ A2 topics. Each card has two points of view
and you present the point of view of your choicedne minute and then defend or justify it. Theafi
ten minutes of the examination will be spent disougthe two Cultural topics you studied.
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During at least one of the two years, you will hakie opportunity to have weekly lessons with a
native speaker. In 2012-2013, Kingswood will beptaying language assistants from Germany and
France. These assistants may also be involvednre snainstream lessons, working in tandem with
staff in the languages faculty.

WHAT COULD I GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?
The range of options is vast.

You could rest on your laurels: an AS level (anceremore, an A level) is a qualification in its own
right, and will in any event enhance your prosp@ftemployment even if you do not pursue your
study of the language after leaving school. Whetfuei choose to work in Britain or abroad, the
additional qualification of a language will be sigrant in any occupation.

You could choose to make a language part of yogregecourse. You might wish to continue one
which you have studied to A level, or to start @nenore others from scratch. You can combine two
or more languages in a degree course, or a langoadgnguages) with almost any other subject, with
a view to being qualified in, for example, law arsiness studies, or marketing or engineedand
being capable of working in that field in a foreigountry, or for a foreign company, or with foreign
colleagues.

You could choose to specialise in a language aguages, and follow one of the several distinct $ype
of language degree courses. These range fromyraerary courses, to courses where the emphasis
is on the practical use of the language. Studehtsmiodern foreign languages are well placed to
gualify for sponsorship at university.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

AQA provides specimen examination papers and lisgermaterial which we recommend you
investigate.

For French go thttp://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/languages/frenchenads.php?id=09&prev=09

For German go tottp://web.aqga.org.uk/qual/gce/languages/germarenmadt. php?id=09&prev=09

For Spanish go tbttp://web.aga.org.uk/qual/gce/languages/spanistermats.php?id=09&prev=09
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MUSIC
OCR
Mr R Mainwaring

An AS course over one year or an A level over tvweang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG MUSIC IN THE
SIXTH FORM?

You will need at least an A grade at GCSE Music ame instrument (this could be voice) at Grade 5
standard. You will also be expected to have atanhal theoretical knowledge — a minimum would
be an understanding of around Grade 4 standardi wilbneed to have an open mind to a variety of
musical styles, and should start the course withoad range of listening experience. Many students
are anxious about the composing requirements —otiler If you have fulfilled the criteria above,
diligence and a little imagination will allow yoo succeed. You will be expected to contributeyfull
to the range of ensembles and performances thasdheol provides and, ideally, you should be
performing in ensembles of a higher standard,aagnty level. The Music Department will expect all
students to contribute to the musical life of tbha®l, through both small and large ensembles, eg.
Senior Orchestra, Senior Choir etc.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Students will be able to:

» develop more advanced performing skills througlarage of opportunities including internal and
external solo and ensemble performances and stechodings;

e compose music and develop a sense of their owe; styl

» study the works and styles of other composers aitd appropriate pastiche;

» develop further skills in aural perception andisten with a more analytical ear;

e gain a further understanding of elements of Westgtrmusic and music from around the world,
and to place these in a broader historical persgect

* enhance understanding of the fundamentals of mumsituding harmony, melody, rhythm,
structure, and texture and timbre.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

» students who love performing and/or composing

» students who have an open mind

» students who are self-motivated and can work talldess for concerts, studio sessions etc.
» students who can overcome problems with creatiltgisns

» students who constantly listen to music

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU ALIFICATION?

AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of three units:

Unit 1: Performing Music 1 40% of AS, 20% ofd&anced GCE

This unit provides students with opportunities &fprm as a soloist and/or in ensembles. Teachers

and students are free to choose music in any shg. instrument(s) and/or voice(s) are acceptable
part of an 8 minute externally-assessed performaiotted and/or improvised performances may be
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submitted. Pupils will then opt for one of tweurther Performingchoices: second instrument;
ensemble/duet/accompanying; performing one’s owmpasitions, or improvising. We will also
expect you to perform at least 4 public solos andfisembles at around Grade 5/6 level in this area
of the course.

Unit 2: Composing 1 30% of AS, 1566 Advanced GCE
This unit encourages students to develop their omitipn skills through both free and more
traditional pastiche exercises. Section A (Thedumge of Western Tonal Harmony) will require the
completion and submission of seven set exercisgdommxg traditional harmony. Section B
(Instrumental Techniques) will allow studentseither composeor arrange in any style, utilising an
ensemble of between 4 and 10 players. Studentsaongpleteboth a detailed score and recording.

Unit 3: Introduction to Historical Study in Music 30% of AS, 15% of Advanced GCE
This unit concerns listening to music and undeditemhow it works. The first two sections will fogu

on specific historical areas of study, exploringhbprescribed set works and non-prescribed music
from these eras. In the third section, students siti an aural perception examination which will
explore harmonic and tonal features, as well agxipeessive use of instruments.

A2: Three more units are added to complete the A lgwalification:

Unit 4: Performing Music 2 (Interpretation) 40% of A2, 20% of Advanced GCE
This unit provides students with opportunities xtead their performance skills as a soloist and&r
part of an ensemble. Teachers and students ard@drehoose music in any style. Any instrument(s)
and/or voice(s) are acceptable as part of a 15 teiassessed performance of a balanced programme
of music. Notated and/or improvised performanceyg besubmitted.We will expect you to perform

at least 4 public solos and/or ensembles at arc@ratle 7/8 level in this area of the course.

Unit 5: Composing 2 30% of A2, 1596 Advanced GCE
The Composition section further develops studeodshposition skills, leading to the creation of a
final four-minute piece to a chosen brief. The Argcal Study section builds on the knowledge and
awareness of harmony gained at AS Level throughniedium of pastiche studies, leading to the
completion of eight set exercises.

Unit 6: Historical and Analytical Studies in Music 30% of A2, 15% of Advanced GCE
This unit concerns listening to music - familiardannfamiliar - and understanding how it works.
Historical eras provide the focus for much of tmit.u Students should also listen to a wide ranige o
unfamiliar music related to the unit's two compuis@reas of study. They should learn how to
deconstruct and contextualise music, and idenafyrfonic and tonal features.

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

As music is one of the largest industries in the, there are job opportunities in many differentdse

A life of performing/composing is tough, but withlént, tenacity and luck many succeed. However,
for those who would like to study music but notque such a career, music offers a range of skills
that are necessary in most occupations that require

» self-motivation and an ability to work to deadlines

» the solving of problems through creativity and inmagjon

» real-time decision making, management of nervesntskills, attention to detail, self-discipline,
the ability to present a public face, through spesg¢presentations etc.
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FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS
OCR provides specimen examination papers whicheeemmend you investigate.
Go to http://lwww.ocr.org.uk
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PHYSICS
AQA Specification A
Mr Richard Burton

An AS course over one year or an A level over tveang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG PHYSICS IN THE
SIXTH FORM?

We would normally expect grade A or A* in GCSE Fhg=r in GCSE Core and Additional Science
for entry onto the AS Physics course. It is helpthbugh not essential, for students to be studying
Mathematics at AS level, as there is considerabéelap of the material and a fluency in mathemética
techniques is a great asset for a Physicist.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Students will learn to:

» develop essential knowledge and understandingygigd, and the applications of physics, and
the skills needed for the use of this in new arehging situations;

» develop an understanding of the link between thaor/experiment;

* appreciate how physics has developed and is usee@sent day society;

* show the importance of physics as a human endeawbich interacts with social,
philosophical, economic and industrial matters;

» sustain and develop enjoyment of, and interegihgsics;

* recognise the quantitative nature of physics amtkbrstand how mathematical expressions
relate to physical principles;

» study how scientific models develop;

* present the results of experimental work, resetasks and written tasks using a variety of
media.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

» Students who have a desire to understand the woolehd them

» Students with an enquiring mind

« Students who are able to apply knowledge they auged and mathematical techniques to
solve problems of a scientific, technological ociabnature

» Students who enjoy learning through experimentakwo

e Students who are able to evaluate and improve ewpetal procedures

» Students who can communicate effectively

» Students who want to gain a highly regarded qualifon, which can lead to a wide range of
careers

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL I HAVE TO TAKE TO GET MY QUA  LIFICATION?

We will study the AQA GCE Physics A specificati@anqualification which dovetails with the AQA
GCSE courses which we are presently studying. iéf butline is given over the page:
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AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of three units:

Unit 1 Particles, Quantum Phenomena and Electricity 1%hours 40% of AS or 20% of A2
Written paper

Content includes: Atoms and nuclei, fundamentaltigas, their interactions and classification.
Photoelectric effect, energy levels in atoms andengarticle duality. Electricity, including: eleidal
quantities, resistivity, circuits and componentd ahliernating currents.

Unit 2 Mechanics, Materials and Waves 1¥4hours 40% of AS or 20% of A2
Written Paper

Content includes: straight line and projectile mofiNewton’s laws, energy and power. Properties of
materials. Wave properties including: refractidgffraction and interference.

Unit 3 Investigative and Practical skills in AS Phgics 20% of AS or 10% of A2
In lessons: designing, carrying out, analysing ewaluating practical work.

A2: Three more units are added to complete the A lgwalification:

Unit 4: Fields and Further mechanics %khours 20% of A Level
Multiple choice and Written Paper

Content includes: Momentum, circular and simplenm@ric motion. Gravitational, electric and
magnetic fields, capacitors, electromagnetic induct

Unit 5: Section A: Nuclear and Thermal Physics

Section B: Option units 1%hours 20% of A Level
Section A content includes: Probing the nucleudiogctivity, nuclear instability and energy, thetma
properties of materials, ideal gases and kinegoi
Section B: Option units, choice of one topic froAstrophysics, Medical Physics, Applied Physics or
Turning Points in Physics.

Unit 6: Investigative and Practical skills in A2 Ptysics 20% of AS or 10% of A2
In lessons: designing, carrying out, analysing ewaluating practical work

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

Knowledge of physics is essential if you want to:

* Solve crimes * See how unborn babies are developing

* Devise new construction materials * Work in the communications industry

* Design better cars » Date archaeological remains

* Forecast the weather * Generate cheap energy from waves wind or sunlight
* Detect art frauds * Design and build computers

* Put a satellite into orbit « Control pollution

» Detect and destroy tumours in the bodys Improve someone’s hearing or eyesight

A qualification in Physics at AS or A2 can helpdguats to access a wide range of courses in Science
or Engineering in higher education establishmenifisyou are considering studying Physics or
engineering at some of the more academic univergs you may be expected to study
Mathematics and Further Mathematics at AS and A2 lgel. It is essential that you explore
University entrance requirements to ascertain whashould be studied at A level.
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A post —16 qualification in Physics is highly resgggl in its own right and may open many doors for
you. Students develop a wide range of skills dutimgr study and this has led to physicists being
valued in diverse career areas such as financawor Many physicists don’t actually do Physics but
apply their skills in other professions. In faphysicists do anything which involves understanding
and using natural materials and processes.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS
AQA provides specimen examination papers which@eemmend you investigate.
Go tohttp://www.aga.org.uk
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PSYCHOLOGY
Edexcel
Mrs C Edwards

An AS course over one year or an A Level over tveang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG PSYCHOLOGY IN
THE SIXTH FORM?

Psychology is the study of how the mind works ahe teasons why people behave as they do.
Students are required to analyse various approach@sychology and use scientific methods to
investigate and develop an understanding of bain dwn and others behaviours.

No prior knowledge of the subject is required kuexpected that students have a minimum of B
grades in English, Mathematics and Biology at GCSE.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Students will learn to:
e appreciate the scientific nature of Psychology;
e engage in contemporary debates through an unddmstpof research;
« develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciationecgkifis, knowledge and understanding of
Psychology;
e assess the validity and relevance of information.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?
e students who have an interest in human behaviodrvarm wish to understand the reasons
behind it
» students who are able to interpret and form indéeenhjudgements about various different
approaches to Psychology
» students who enjoy carrying out practical technggaed are able to record and communicate
valid observations and measurements
WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU  ALIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary):The AS consists of two units:

Unit 1: Social and Cognitive Psychology (1 hour an@0 minutes)
40% of AS and 20% of A Level

This unit introduces the social and cognitive apphes to Psychology. It is divided into two parts;
Social Psychology: obedience and prejudice and iflegriPsychology: memory and forgetting.
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Unit 2: Understanding the Individual (1 hour and 40minutes)
60% of AS and 30% of A Level

This unit introduces the Psychodynamic, the Biatagand the Learning approaches to Psychology. It
aims to develop students’ understanding of the Ipdggical issues of development, individual
difference and biology.

Both AS examinations consist of objective test ggmsection of short-answer questions and a sectio
of extended writing.

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A levalifjcation:

Unit 3: Applications of Psychology (1 hour and 30 mmutes)
20% of A Level

This unit enables students to study how Psychot@gybe applied to the real world. Students must
select two of the following applications: criminagychology; child psychology; health psychology:
substance misuse and sport psychology.

Unit 4: How Psychology Works ((2 hours)
30% of A Level

This unit focuses on the debates between approaati@a contemporary Psychology. Students will
also study aspects of clinical Psychology, whictlude how different approaches can explain and
treat mental health issues.

Both A level examinations consist of short-answezsiions and a section of extended writing.

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

You could go on and study Psychology at univergitgvided that you also have an A level in a
science subject (normally Biology). Other coursassh as Criminology, also draw on the skills and
knowledge acquired in A Level Psychology, and iaiigseful third A level for whatever course you

eventually decide to apply for.

A level Psychology is also highly valued for a widege of careers such as teaching, the police forc
law and health care.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS
Edexcel provides specimen examination papers wkehecommend you investigate.
Go to http://www.edexcel.org.uk
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
AQA
Mr T Reeman

An AS course over one year or an A level over tweang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG SPORT &
PHYSICAL EDUCATION IN THE SIXTH FORM?

The GCSE in Physical Education does offer a usefwhdation for the course, but it is not a pre-
requisite to studying the Advanced course. Grade Bnglish and BB in the Double Science Award
is a normal expectation but, more importantly, adamental interest in current issues relating € th
sports world is vital for a successful candidate.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Students studying the course will develop the keolgk, skill and understanding of physical
education. Combined with participation in spodndidates should be able to confidently analyse and
evaluate the quality of a performance and devei@tegies for improvement.

The course enhances both qualitative and quawgtskills and is ideally suited to a wide range of
further education courses, though particularlyhtwse associated with a sporting nature.

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THE COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

The course is ideally suited to:

» students who have an interest in sport;

» students who want to improve their psychologicalarstanding of participants in sport;

» students who want to develop their practical skiisough both theoretical understanding and
active participation;

e students who want to compare sporting systemsuntdes around the world;

e students who want to study the history of sport;

» students who want to maintain a variety of optitmrsurther education courses;

» students who want to improve their physical fitnesd performance;

» strong performers.

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL I HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU  ALIFICATION?

AS (Advanced Subsidiary): The AS consists of two units:

Unit 1: Opportunities for and the effects of leadirg a healthy and active lifestyle
60% of AS or 30% of A Level
This unit will cover:

« the physiological effects of adopting a healthgdtlyle;

» the short term effect of exercise/performance &eddng term effects of training;

« analysis of movement across a range of sportingrest

* acquisition of skills and the impact of psychol@jitactors on performance;

e opportunities for physical activity, benefits teetindividual and society and the potential barriers
faced by minority groups.
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Unit 2: Analysis and evaluation of physical activiy as performer and/or in an adopted role/s
40% of AS or 20%f A Level
This unit will cover:
» execution of skills/techniques in two roles (pemfer, referee, or leader/coach) in a chosen
physical activity, or performer in two sports.
« analysis of own performance;
» application of theoretical knowledge to achieveetiize performance.

A2: Two more units are added to complete the A levalification:

The specification enables candidates to furthereltgv their understanding of physiological,
psychological and biomechanical aspects that opéinperformance. Candidates will be given the
opportunity to utilise the knowledge and understagdieveloped during the course to improve their
own personal performance, as a practical perforomagh/leader or official.

Unit 3: Optimising performance and evaluating contenporary issues within sport
30% of A Level
This unit will cover:

* energy sources and systems;

» elite preparation and training;

e specialised training and sports injuries;

» the use of psychological theories and techniqueptnise performance;

» concepts and characteristics of World Games andithpact on the state and individual;
« development and impact of sports technology ongperér, equipment and facilities;

» the development of sport from rational recreatmits modern day format.

Unit 4: Optimising practical performance in a compditive situation 20% of A Lesl

This unit will cover:

* optimising performance in competitive or performawonditions in one role;
« evaluation of own performance in identifying weasses;

* suggesting cause of own weakness and an appropoiagetive measure.

WHAT COULD I GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

Candidates in the past have pursued a wide rangeuo$es from medicine and dentistry to teaching
and psychology. Itis an accepted A Level quadiien at all universities; although many candidates
pursue sports orientated courses, it is not exasior those students.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

AQA provides specimen examination papers which@eemmend you investigate.
Go to http://lwww.aqa.org.uk
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THEOLOGY
OCR
Mrs L Court

An AS course over one year or an A Level over tweang.

WHAT DO | NEED TO KNOW OR BE ABLE TO DO BEFORE TAKI NG THEOLOGY IN
THE SIXTH FORM?

For students who are new to Kingswood there ispaeific entry requirement. However, a grade B or
above in English and either Religious Studies, Bhdliterature or History is the normal expectation
Current Kingswood students would normally be expeédio have gained a grade B in Religious
Studies.

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

e to analyse ideas

« to understand and critically evaluate the key cptga Philosophy of Religion and Ethics

+ to understand and evaluate the challenges that Ieee made to religious belief since thd"19
century

* to understand the contribution of significant peoplg. Aristotle, Plato, Aquinas, Hume, Kant,
Darwin, Marx, Freud, Jung to philosophical and ehdebate

* to assess the relationship between Ethical Theodyhaman experience e.g. when does a person
become a person? Does a person have rights?ghts dome from God or society?

» the contribution of significant traditions or movents e.g. Empiricism, Utilitarianism

e religious language and terminology

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?

The course is ideally suited to:

» students who want the opportunity to study somtheffundamental questions which have people
have always asked about life. Why are we here® Blwuld we behave? What happens to us
after we die?

» students who enjoy discussion, expressing themiops and justifying their comments;

» students who want to develop their critical andical skills;

» students who want to keep their options open fahér study.

Theology combines well with other humanities such Rolitics, History, English Literature,
Geography, PE and Sports Studies, and TheatreeStudh addition, it could be taken in combination
with a science or Mathematics to give a broadee b@ashe curriculum.

WHAT EXAMINATIONS WILL | HAVE TO TAKE TO GAIN MY QU  ALIFICATION?
AS (Advanced Subsidiary) The AS consists of two units:

G571 Philosophy of Religion %BMdf AS 25% of A2
Topics covered include:

» Aristotle and Plato

* Does God exist? Can you prove it?

» Scientific challenges to religious belief — Creatin six days or the Big Bang?

* If God is good and so powerful, why does evil exist
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G572 Ethics 50% of AS  25% of A2
Topics covered include:

« Are some actions, for example, murder, always wpong

* What is the “good life”? Being happy? Doing yourtyf?

*  Were Catholic schools right to refuse the rubeflacination?

* Were Bush and Blair right to go to war with Iraq?

A2: The full A level qualification is made up of t units plus two more units studied at a higher
level; each module is assessed by examination.

G581: Philosophy of Religion 2 25% of A2
* s there life after death?

* Whatis a soul? Is my idea of heaven your ideaedif?

* Religious experience — do miracles happen?

* Religious language- are you playing the languageegaow?

G582: Ethics 2 25% of A2

* Should you always obey your conscience?

e “lt's not my fault | beat people up — it's in my mes.” How responsible is a murderer for his
actions?

WHAT COULD | GO ON TO DO AT THE END OF MY COURSE?

Like any other Arts subjects the course is notndéesl as vocational training for one specific degnee
career. Students studying Theology at Kingswoodehgone on to take degree courses in the
following areas: Law; Politics; Philosophy; Art amkesign; Teaching; Business Studies. Students
considering eventual careers in medicine havefalsad the Medical Ethics section useful.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SPECIFICATIONS

OCR provides specimen examination papers whicheesemmend you investigate.
Go to http://lwww.ocr.org.uk
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THE EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ)
AQA
Mrs S Dawson

An AS course over nine months, beginning in Junetbe Lower Sixth year

The Extended Project Qualification is counted ag\8revel and is graded from A* - U. It has been

designed to contrast the normal experience of iegrim the A level classroom. From the outset, the
student is ‘in charge’. The student picks the scbpnd the end product may be the ‘traditional’

academic thesis or it may be a product — a filmp@acert, a painting, a computer program etc. The
process of meeting, planning, researching, recgrdimd revising is deemed as just as importantes th
end result, so roughly half the marks availabld &l awarded for the process and half the marks wil
be awarded for the finished project.

When a student signs up to do a project, from thised he or she is allocated a teacher-supervisor.
is not the role of that member of stafftemchany of the subject matter within the student’sichmf
project. The role is one of facilitator and adviso

However, students will be taught research and ptagsen skills and support in these areas will be
ongoing. The Librarian plays a central role iniaghg, facilitating research, introducing studetas
Bath University's library and ordering appropriateterials. The ICT department runs ‘refresher’
sessions as appropriate and the Drama departmaiiasto support and advise individuals as they
prepare for the end-of-course mandatory presentatio

It is important that any student wishing to embankthis extra course appreciates the implicatidns o
committing to the Extended Project as it will talge a significant amount of time from June in the
Lower Sixth until its completion in March of the pgr Sixth. That said, it could prove to be a very
rewarding academic experience in the sixth formwali as an attractive addition to any UCAS
application. A successful end result will also méaat the student will be able to talk with sorealr
expertise about their chosen subject matter ieddibr interview at the universities of their chaicTo
succeed in the Extended Project will indicate tivewsities that the individual in question is an
independent learner, an essential quality for sgc@s an undergraduate and in the world of work.
He/she must be able to identify, design, plan, mgarend complete a project which is independent of
any of his/her A level subject content. Excelleggearch skills and time management are essential.
Candidates will also have to problem solve andktlnireatively as well as evaluate their learning and
present their findings.

Further information on this qualification can beufid on the AQA websitewww.aga.org.uk The
material includes examples of a range of complptegects.
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION
Mrs S Marshall

By the time that they reach the sixth form, studemill have covered many important issues. They
will continue to imbibe the ethos of the schoohisTis achieved through assemblies, services, hesso
and tutorials. Pupils joining Kingswood in thetkiXorm quickly appreciate the School’s values and
codes of conduct. However, we do cover some PSH@&gh tutorials, dealing with a range of

issues such as relationships and responsibilifissth formers.

A programme of hour-long sessions is provided witthe General Studies programme in which
visiting speakers address a year group. Neartredf the school year Lower Sixth students attend
presentations on responsible use of alcohol, dnayeness and personal and sexual health. On one of
such occasions Dr Tim Harris, the school doctodresses the year group and introduces himself to
any students new to the school in the sixth form.

GENERAL STUDIES
Mr C Woodgate

General Studies provides students with an oppdstuaiengage with a variety of topics beyond their
AS and A2 courses. The aim of the programme ibra@aden the students’ understanding of, and
stimulate interest in, a range of social, cultunadlitical and world affairs. In addition, issues
associated with Higher Education and future campeportunities are also addressed.

General Studies sessions take place every weelrfdnour, featuring different visiting speakers.
Recent visitors have included Don Foster, MP fothBand Sir Nicholas Fenn GCMG, former High
Commissioner to India. Last year’'s programme &sdured presentations on the history of popular
music and the first team to climb Angel Falls innéeuela, as well as other speakers from the fflds
science, sport and international affairs.

Each session includes time for students to padieign discussions on questions raised in the
presentations, and some sessions are also sef@asgiedents themselves to debate issues.
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HIGHER EDUCATION
Mr C Woodgate

Almost all Kingswood sixth form leavers go on tglmer education, either directly after school oemaft

a Gap year. During their time in the sixth forrhstlidents receive individual attention from theade

of Sixth Form and advice from tutors and teachersupport them in making well-informed decisions
about their post A Level options. Parents are eraged to participate in the process as much as
possible.

The Higher Education/Careers Centre is locatethenJb Heap Library and contains a comprehensive
range of university prospectuses, as well as ditezature about higher education. Computers allow
access to internet resources and software progsanisas Degree Course Descriptions. In addition,
the Heap Library holds extensive information on @agr opportunities.

All Sixth Formers benefit from a comprehensive pamgme of talks and presentations about entry to
higher education, Gap years and the UCAS applicadiocess, given by the Head of Sixth Form and a
range of specialist outside speakers. During thedroSixth students take Centigrade, a computer
based programme designed to match their interestshilities to higher education courses. As part
of this process each pupil receives a personalispdrt, giving a wealth of advice about how to
investigate further the higher education opportasiavailable to them. Students are also encodrage
to attend Open Days and participate in taster esurs

Interview preparation is provided for students hyrafessional organisation, and mock interviews are
available to all. For those preparing for OxbridgeMedicine, outside speakers provide expert advic

and guidance. All students are given extensivecadand support in completing their online UCAS

application, including individual guidance on thdtimg of the Personal Statement.

The Head of Sixth Form is available throughout ylear to discuss any matter relating to higher
education with students and parents, and is availaben the A Level results are received to de#h wi
any problems. Students who have left Kingswood argh to apply post A level are welcome to
contact the Head of Sixth Form, who will offer ttkeme level of support as is available to current
students at the School.
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CAREERS EDUCATION
Mr R Garforth

Facilities

The Careers and Higher Education library is siti@tethe Heap Library and comprises university and
college prospectuses, books, periodicals, cardemmation sheets, company brochures and gap year
material. It also includes CDs, DVDs and on-limsearch tools. Kingswood is a member of the
Independent Schools Careers Organisation (ISCQ@),gbahe Inspiring Futures Foundation, which
brings particular benefits to pupils in Years 14 42.

Programme

Lower Sixth

A series of career seminars, led by profession® facbroad spectrum of occupations, takes place in
the autumn term as part of the General Studiesranoge. Each week pupils choose to attend one
seminar from around six on offer, covering suchasr@as Finance, Management, Engineering,
Medicine, Law and Journalism. In addition, theteatl a gap year presentation from one of the
premier gap organisations. In the spring term rti@n focus is on preparing pupils for work
experience and this includes instruction on conidganterviews, writing CVs and writing letters of
application. Pupils are then provided with a dasgbof work placements on offer and begin the
process of applying. Employers operate a selegionedure which normally includes an interview.
The intention is that work experience at this staga pupil’'s school life should be related to legh
education choices and career aspirations. Thecapiph process often continues into the early phrt
the summer term, and the week of work experienkestglace in mid-June, immediately after the
conclusion of AS exams.

Alongside this programme, Lower Sixth pupils areamaged to enrol on career experience courses
and conferences throughout the academic year. tWéienain providers of these are ISCO and The
Workshop. The latter is a private company based.anghborough, specialising in large-scale
residential conferences at various campus univessitfor example “Medlink” at Nottingham
University Medical School. In addition, studentserested in science, engineering, mathematics or
technology are encouraged to attend one of the doeekHeadstart residential courses organised at a
number of university campuses during the summaeadaypl

Upper Sixth

From the start of the academic year pupils are gmilgnconcerned with the business of applying to
institutions of higher education under the supéovi®f the Higher Education Tutor.
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